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of the House o muke such Insinuations
against the Government on every
occasion.

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
must not proceed in that strain.

The ATTORNEY GEXERAL: If
members of the Government side of the
House were to be told that their actions
were not the actions of honest men—

The CHATIRMAN : Whenever an im-
‘proper remark was made the attention of
the Chairman should be called to it. If
the attention of the Chairman were so
called it would bhe seen that the remark
was withdrawn. But the hon. member
must not, because of his neglect to draw
attention to anv such remark, afterwards
ailude to it.

The ATTORNEY CGENERAL : There
was no desire Or intention on his part to
“dispute any ruling from the Chair, but he
would submit respectfully that it was not
part of his duty to call the attention of
the Chair to disorderly conduct. He
would rather think that was the duty of
the Chairman. However, as the Chair-
man had said he must not refer to the
matter he would proceed with the dis-
cussion of the item. No member who
knew him wounld think that he would
not have done exactly the saine had this
gentlernan been a direct political oppo-
nent. Even the member for Ivanhoe, if
seriously asked a question as to that
would answer it in the same way. The
matter was approached from the point
of view of the conduct of the men. and as
he was satisfied that their conduct was
all that could be expected of them. he
refused to be a party to inflict a penalty.
The amount of the bond was not formally
returned, for inquiries were still being
made. It was not correct to say that no
action had been taken, for, in every part
of Australia, and in places outside of Aus-
tralia, information and a description of
the absconding accused had been sent.
We knew that although for the time being
an accused person succeeded in evading
justice, in the long run it was seldom that
he got away for good. When a photo-
graph and an accurate description were
available, as was the case in connection
with the matter at issue, it was unlikely
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that the accused
lengthy period.

My, Collier : That does not affect the
guestion of the estreatment of the bail.

The ATTORXNEY GENERAL: The
bondsmen recognised that they were
under some obligation and were willing
not merely to bear the expense of the
inquiry, but the entire cost of bringing
back the accused. This clearly showed
the bona fides of those men. There being
no question about their bona fides, he
would not be a party to harass them
unduly. )

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.:3f p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the (‘hair at 4.3
p.m.. and read pravers,

QUESTION—SEWERAGE YFILTERS.
BURSWOOD.

My, SWAN asked the Jlinister for
Waorks: 1, Were the septic tanks at

Claisebrook filled and cheir water-tight-
ness tested before being paid for? 2, Was
each length of Monier sewer laid tested
by being tilled with water from manhole
to manhale hetore being paid tor? 3, If
not, will the AMinister have sueh tesis
tmade at onee and report the results to
thix House?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, No. 3, The seplic
tanks were thoroughly exainuied at the
completion of the works and found to be
satisfactory, and it was not considered
necessary to impose a water test. It was
promised yesterday that a test would be
made. In regard to Monier pipes: It
would be extremely costly to make a
water test of the Monier sewers as they

. are laid, and would only be resorted to
in cases where there was. grave suspicion
of bad work. The jointing of the Monier
pipes is very closely supervised. As a
matter of fact the bulk of the sewer work
already laid is under a natural fest, inas-
much as it was Iaid below the snbsoil
water level and is now under an external
water pressure which would reveal the
existence of any bad joints. The results
of this natural test are highly satisfae-
tory, and no further tests are therefore
considered necessary,

QUESTIONS (2)—EARLY CLOSING
PROSECUTIONS.

Mr. DAGQLISH asked the Premier: 1,
How many shopkeepers were prosecuted
on the 19th instant for breaches of the
Early Closing Act? 2, How many were
{a) fined, (b) dismissed? 3, How many
were represented by counsel? 4, Were
costs awarded against each person fined?
5, What were the aggregate fines? §,
What were the aggregate costs against
defendants? 7, What proportion of the
costs went to the solicitor representing
the chief inspector? 8, In how many
eanses did defendants plead guilty, and

(a) how many of them had intimated be-.

forehand their intention to do so? 9,
Was the solicitor under a speculative ag-
reement to take costs only where he se-
eured convietions? 10, Who paid the legal
expenses in those cases which were dis-
missed ? 11, Ts it proposed to continue the
practice of engaging a solicitor solely to
heap up eosts against individuals whe
plead guilty to these offences? 12, If the
chief inspector knew the law and is com-
petent, is it regarded as proper to infliet
this unnecessary penalty on defend-
ants?
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The PREMIER replied : 1, Nine.
2, {a) Seven, (b) Two. 3, One. 4, Yes.

5, Twenty-nine shillings. 6, Five pounds
nineteen shillings. 7, None. 8, (a) Four,
(b.) None. 9, No. 10, There were no
separate legal expenses beyond Court
fees, which were paid by the Crown Law
Department. 11, A solicitor is not en-
gaged with any intention of heaping up
costs, but only beeause it is a necessary
precauntion where points of law may be |
taken without previous notice at the hear-
ing. Magisteates before determining the
fine to he imposed on convietion fix the
amonnt of costs to he allowed in each
case. 12, The beneh before which a
charge is tried determine the fine (if any)
to be inflicted and the costs (if any) to
be allowed in every case in which they
convict the defendant. No ease has heen
brought under notice where an unneces-
sary penalty under either of these two
heads was inflieted.

Mr. DAGLISH also asked the Pre-
mier: 1, Ts, it true that a number of small
shopkeepers were prosecuted on the 19th
instant for trivial breaches of the Early
Closing Act committed during January?
2, If so, how many? 3, With what result?
4, Were any of them warned after detee-
tion, or were proceedings taken as socon
as evidence of an offence was obtained?
5, Is it true that some large shopkeepers
have been committing breaches of the
same Act each week since the 1st Decem-
ber, and in some cases publiely adverti-
sing the fact? 6, Is it true that the atten-
tion of the Governmment has twice been
called to this matter by questions which I
have asked in this House? 7, Has any
prosecution taken place? 8, Has any
warnhing being given to those shopkeepers;
and if so, when and why? 9, Why has ne
warning been given to other offenders
against the same Act? 10, How many
shopkeepers have been allowed to continue
hreaking the law for eight weeks with the
knowledge of the department, and what
are their names? 11, Is it alleged that
there is no difference of treatment given
to different traders, when some shop-
keepers arve prosecuted without warning
immediately on the diseovery of a first of-
fence, and others are allowed to break the
law at will for eight weeks?
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The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, but
‘the breaches were wot trivial. 2 aund 3,
‘Seven were fined and two dismissed. 4,
No prosecution had heen taken against
any class of shopkeeper for first offence.
3, The shopkeepers referred to have heen
advised that, by a recent decision, given
in the ease of Bendon ». Moore, they ren-
der themselves liable to prosecuiion for a
breach of the Act. 6, Yes. 7, Instructions
have heen issned to proseeute. 8, Yes;
15th instant. In fulfilment of the answers
already given to the hon. member on 5th
and 12th  Januvary respectively. 9,
Answered by No. 4. 10, Ne permission
to continue breaking the law has been
given; see answers 7 and 8. 11, Answer-
ed by Nos. 4 and 5.

QUESTION—JURY LIST REVISION,
GERALDTON.

Mr. COLLIER asked the Attorney Gen-
eral: Is he aware that Mr. P. Stone was
ane of a heneb of magistrates who re-
cently revised the jury list at Geraldton,
from which list a jury will shortly be se-
lected to decide upon the guilt or inno-
cence. on a criminal charge, of the said
Mr. Stone? 2, What aetion, if any, does
he propose taking in the matter?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, Yes. By Section 11 of 62 Victoria,
No, 10, a speeial session must be held on
the Tuesday of the third week in Janu-
ary every year to revise the jury lists,
to which it is the duty of the Resident
Magistrate to snmmon all magistrates in
the disiriet. Mr. P. Stone is a magis-
trate of the Vigtoria Distriet. and it was
therefore obligatory to summon him. 2,
The Resident Magistrate at Geraldton has
been zdvised that in view of the cireum-
stances now pending, the eonduet of Mr.
Stone in sitting on the beneh constituting
the Revigion Court has evoked strong dis-
approval, and he has been renuested to
report on the matter. The Crown having
power to order to stand aside any jurer
whose impartiality is open to doabt has
ample means to prolect the administra-
tien of jusiice.
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QUESTION—STATE BATTERY,
LENNONVILLE.

Mr. TROY asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has the insurance money in
connection with the burning of the Ten-
nonville battery been paid to the Mines
Department? 2, If so, will the re-eree-

tion of the battery be expedited?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied : 1, No.  Negotiations are still in
progress, but the insuranee company has
advised that work of re-erection may pro-
ceed. 2, Some of the required material
has alveady been ordered, and the work
will be expedited. It will, however, be
only of a temporary nature as a sclene
for the amalgamation of the Lennon-
ville and Boogardie plants is now under
consideration.

MOTION—SITTING HOURS,
EXTENSION,

On motion by the Premier, ordered :
That for the remainder of the session the
House do meet for the despateh of busi-
ness at 2.30 p.m. instead of 4.30, as at
present. '

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION,

On motion by the Premier, ordered:
That for the remainder of the Session the
Standing Orders be suspended so far as
to enable Bills to be passed through all
stages in one day, and Messages from the
Legislative Couneil to he taken into con-
sideration on the day on which they are
received; also, so far as to admit of the
reporting and adopting of the resolutions
of the Committees of Supply and of
Ways and Means on the same day on
which they shall bave passed these Com-
mittees.

BILL—-SUPPLY, £492,747.
All Stages.
The TREASTURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
s0n) moved—
That the House do now resolve itself
into a Committee of Supply and also
of Ways and Means for the purpose
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of comsidering His Exeellency the Gox-
ernor's Message No. 10 recommending
that an appropriation be made out of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund for the
purpose of a Bill for an Aect to apply
oul of the Cousclidated Revenue Fund
and from moneys to the eredit of the
General Loan Fund the sum of £452,-
747 to the service of the year ending
AMth June, 1909.

Question put and passed.

In Committee of Supply.
Mr. Daglish in the Chair.

The TREASURER moved——

That therve be greanted to His Majesty
on account of the services of the year
1908-9 a sum not exceeding £492,747.

He said: It iz unnecessary for wme to
point ont that this is purely a formal mat-
ter. T had hoped that the Estimates
would have beeu passed ere this. As they
are not yet finished with, it is necessary
that we should get further supplies to
earry us up fo the middle of next month,

Mr, Bath: Do you think we will get the
Estimates through before then?

The TREASURER : I hope so.
the hon. member will assist us.

Mr. WALKER: I do not want to take
up any time on this question, but T ecan-
not refrain from sayving that it is very
objectionable to have these Supply Bills
continnally coming down. The Trea-
surer says he had hoped to get the Iisti-
mates throngh. That is scarcely a suf-
ficient exeuse. It is an immoral way of
dealing witlt the finances of the State to
have this constant repetition of Supply
Bills. I only desire to formally enter a
protest against this method of dealing
with the finances of the State.

Quesbion put and passed.

I hope

Resolution reported; the report adop-
ted. ‘

In Committee of Ways and Means.

On motion by the Treasurer, resolved:
That towards making good the supply
granted to His Majesty for the services
of the year 1908-9, a sum not exceeding

£492,747 he granted out of the Consoli-'

dated Revenune Fund of Western Aus-
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tralia aud from moneys to the credit of
the General Loan Fund.
Resolution repurted; report adopted.

Supply Bill introduced.

In accordance with the preeeding, reso-
Inlions a Supply Bill was introduced and
passed through all stages, and transmit-
ted to the Legislative Couneil.

ANNTAL ESTIMATES, 1908-0
In Commrttee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day, 17r.
Daglish in the Chair,

Attorney General’s Department (Hon.
N. Keenan, Minister).

Vote—Electoral, £10,230:

My, BATH : So far as the general gon-
duct of the Electoral Department was eon-
cerned one could have nothing bul praise
for the Chief Electoral Officer, Mr. Sten-
berg, .for the very energetic way in which
he had nol only tried to prepare a good
roll, but alse to attend to the many de-
tails in counection with the work of rhe
departintent, and more especially in rela-
tion to the vecent elections. Probably no
hon, meinber entertained any doubts as
to the impartiality of Mr. Stenberg, nor
as to his desire to give a fair deal to those
brought within the purview of the de-
partment. There were, however, one or
two matters in connection with adminis-
tration, which, presumably, were rather
for the Minister himself to take in band,
and which certainly called for comment.
In the first plaee, there had been some
very serious complaints made as to the
conduct of a departmental officer at Den-
mark in regard to the recent eleetions. It
had been pointed out to the Premier that
not only had this officer, who was con-
nected with the clearing work at Den-
mark, acted in a very dictatorial fashiom
in respect to matters under his control
such as the purchase of stores, but that be
had deliberately set himself to work to in-
timidate the volers of that distriet, or
such of them as were employed by him
on the clearing work. That officer had
given the men to uanderstand that wher
Mr. Barneit, a candidate at the last elee-
tion, should visit Denmark for the pur-
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puse of speaking they were to attend his
meeting and give bhim a good reception.
-Further than that, this officer had told
such of the men who were suspected of
being supporters of Mr. Morgan, the
Labour candidate, that if they continned
their support to Mr. Morgan they would
not he retained on the joh. It had been
reported in the Albany newspaper tbat
this officer had been recalled to Perth fo
interview the Premier, presumably as a
result of these complaints. But, notwith-
standing this, nothing further had been
héeard of the matter.

The Attorngy General : Will you give
me the name of the officer?

Mr. BATH: Brazier,

The Attorney General: 1s he an elec-
toral officer?

Mr. BATH : Whether the officer was
attached to the Electoral Department or
to any other departient it was for the
Eleetoral Office to take up sueh a matier;
and if, on inquiry, it were found that he
really had attempted to intimidatz the
men under his conivol further proceed-
ings should be taken by the department.
TIu respect to the postal vote provisions
oi’ the Eleetoral Aet the Attorney (leneral
had been definite in his assurance that
with the amendments embodied in the Aect
passed in 1907 there would be no further
reason for eomplaints as to the seandal-
ous abuse of these postal vote provisions.
However, the experience in connection
with the Menzies election had clearly de-
monstrated that the postal vote provisions
needed to be drastically amended in such
a way that, in the event of protest, the
pustal votes could he examined: or else
those provisions should be wiped ount al-
tozether. Te wipe them out altogether
would be to impose a hardship on elec-
tors living in isdlated places where it was
impossible to provide a polling booth.
For his part he would not like to see
these men deprived of their votes in this
way; and he was confident that no elector
who used a postal vote rightly and hon-
esily would have any cause to fear a pro-
vision for the examination of such postal
vofes in the event of protest. It would
bave avoided a good deal of difficulty and
expense fo the party concerned, and to
the State if, in connection with the Men-
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zies poll, it had been possible to examine
the postal votes, and to eliminate those
found to have been cast wrongfully. Be-
tween the two elections a number of com-
mereial travellers and a eontractor, resi-
dent for many years at Mouni Malcolm,
gentlemen who were not resident at Men-
zies and not qualified to vote, had their
names placed on the roll, many of them
with no address except that of “Menzies,”
though the Act specifically provided for
the insertion of the full address, even to
the number of the house and the name
of the street, as heing essential before a
claim could be admitted. When the meas-+
ure was before Parliament the Attorney
General had insisted that this provision
shonld be retained in the Bill,

The Attorney Gemeral : Ave here any
honse nambers in Menzies?

Mr. BATH: There were streets and
there were numbers to the townsite blocks
which could have been inserted on the
claims. To show these people were de-
sirons of exercising their votes wrong-
fully they did not go to the polling booth,
where there would have been an oppor-
tuity of challenging them, but they uti-
lised ihe postal-vote system, by whieh it
was Impossible to challenge them; be-
canse  when Mr. Buzacott’s serutineer,
at a previous election. had attempted to -
challenge postal votes, he was told that the
voters having made the necessary declara-
tion the votes had to be admitted. How-
ever, the mere fact that they utilised the
postal-vote system showed that these
people had a pretty good idea they were
exercising their votes wrongfully. In re-
gard to the appointment of postal-vote
officers, one did not know whether it was
becanse those in influential positions were
all snpporters of the Minister for Mines
that the department had no choice but
to select the Minister’s supporiers; buf,
as a mafter of fact, the postai-vote offi-
cers were nearly all partisans. It could
he proved, not only by himself, but by the
members for Boulder and Pilbara, that
the manager of the State battery at Mul-
line wrongfully took the vote of the pro-
“prieior of the hotel on ihe road ont from
Mulline, also the vote of his wife. These
people admitted that the manager of the
battery drove out and took their votes,
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though they appeared to be in the best
of health.  These matters called for -
vestigation by the Eleetoral Departulent,
and for some statement from the At-
torney General, as to how it was intended
to get over the difficulty of the abuses of
the postal-vote provisions under the Elec-
toral Aet. Other members were in a po-
sition to give information of which he
(Mr. Bath) was not possessed, hut there
were suflicient abuses of the Aet dis-
closed to warrant the closest investigation,
and, if the necessary evidence could be se-
cured, also a prosecution for a breach of
duty on the part of those who were sup-
posed to be impartial and were vested
with powers under the Act.

Myr. Walker: Does not the Attorney
General intend to give us some informa-
tion? :

The Attormey General:
times do you think I will rise?

Mr. Walker: I do not think the Attor-

How many

ney General should refuse to rise any ~

time when information is asked for,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was 10 idea of discourtesy on his part
in not replying to the Leader of the Op-
position at this stage. He thought it
better, and certainly more in consonance
. with the ordinary rules of debate, that
those who wished him to explain eertain
matters should lay them before the Com-
mittee and he would then deal with them.
That was the custom of the Assembly,
and he thought it advisable for him to
adopt the practice on this oceasion.

Mr. HOLATAN : The Attorney General’s
attitude was not likely to bring about a
satisfactory result.  Charges had been
brought by the Leader of the Opposition
and it was the duty of the Attorney Gen-
eral to make some explanation hefore
otber members spoke. Members had no
desire to make idle charges, and if the
Attorney General could refute the charges
already made hy the Leader of the Oppo-
sition it would, in all probability, termin-
ate the debate. Charges of breaches of
the law; almost amounting to corruption,
were made in connection with the Menzies
election, and hefore members were forced
to go further into these charges the At-
torney General, if he knew his depart-
ment and his duties, should make the
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necessary veply. But if members were-
to get up and make charges before the
Attorney General veplied we might be |
here all night. If the Attorney General
eould give a reasonable reply to the sub-
stanfial charges already made it might
settle things down more quietly. Mem-
hers of the Opposition had sufficient sense:
to understand a good case when it was
put up. though mentbers opposite might
not possess that good sense.

Mr. NANSON: Our voting system was
supposed to be a seeret one; it was sup-
posed to be impossible to tell how any in-
dividual elector voted; but in small poll-
ing places it oceasionally happened that
all the voters at one booth voted in favour:
of one candidate, as was the case in the
last Greenough election. Therefore, the:
secreey of the poll was entirely destroyed’
at that polling booth. It would probably
be hetter to revert to some extent to the
old system, by bringing the ballot hoxes
from the smaller polling boaths inte

.some larger centre, not necessarily the

central polling booth, and counting them
there.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
not from any desire or even distant wish
to be diseonrteous that he had waited for
other members to address the Committee,
hieeanse the Leader of the Opposition cer-
tainly intimated that other members
would add to what he said. The Leader
of the Opposition had in as many words
invited other members to put their more
extensive knowledge before the Com-
mittee,

Mr. Collier: We choose our own time
when to speak.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was no desire to dictate to the hon. mem-
ber: if there was any such desire he
would eerlainty not invife the hon. member
to speak at all. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition was gond enough to award some
praise to the Chief Electoral Officer for
the conduct of the department, and all
members with any experience of the work
done by that officer would fully endorse
what was said. Then the Leader of the

* Opposition found fault with some officer

at Denmark engaged in conducting the
work of clearing. He (the Attorney
General) had no knowledge of that mat-
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ter, but he learned across the floor of the
House that this officer was not an officer
of tbe Electoral Department. He could
only assure the hon. member that if this
ofticer had any relation to the Electoral
Department the matter wonld be inquired
into.

Mr, Bath: The charges were publicly
made in the newspapers.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It had
1ot come to his knowledge that there was
any complaint of this character unfil to-
day. )

Mr. Tnderwood: T said it in the Honse.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL could
not have heen present on that oceasion.
The postal vote system was undoubtedly
open to abuse, and so was balloting, If
any party in the State were prepared to
abuse the system they could do it by
means of the ballot or postal votes. The
Leader of the Opposition said we should
cure this by providing poestal votes which
would be capable of heing traced, and
then we should give power under the Act
to a tribunal te find out who the parties
had voted for. Mr. Bath said that those
who had rightly east their postal votes
would not object. The same might be
said with regard to balloting. If every
paper were marked and were able to be
traced it might be said that any man who
had voted rightly would not care whether
it was known how he voted or not. How-
ever, that was no argument for the aboli-
tion of the secret ballot. Unless stronger
reasons than those were brought forward
Parliament would
vade what after all was the guiding idea
in our system of Parliamentary repre-
sentation, that in eleetions of members
votes cast should be absolutely seeret.
The Leader of the Opposiiion complained
of the conduct of the manager of the
State battery at Mulline, who took the
postal votes of a hotelkeeper and his
wife. In the absence of contradiction he
must accept that statement, but possibly
the matter had been viewed in a preju-
diced light. TUnder the Aect, any person
who anticipated he wonld be absent seven
miles from a polling booth on the day of
election eould vote by post. He had to
oo before the postal vote officer, and in
the present case the circumstances might
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be that the postal vote officer happened
to be passing at the time, and the hotel-
keeper and his wife registered their votes.

Mr. Baih: The hotelkeeper says the
manager of the battery went outb to get
the votes,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Was
it to be assumed that that officer went out
egpecially for that purpose, or might it
not be that he was passing at the time
and the hotelkeeper took advantage of the
oeeasion to cast his vote. Then where was
the injustice? There was a breach of the
Act if the cireumstances were as narrated,
for then the econditions relating to the
manner in which postal votes should be
east had not been fulfilled. But was it
likely that either of these voters would
have exercised their franchise differently
had they voted at a polling booth. How
far was the place distant from the polling
booth?

Mr. Collier: Fifteen miles,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A mere
pleasant exeursion in the eountry. Was
there any insinuation thag the votes were
given in a certain dirvection because they
were east by post? Wonld those votes
have been cast for another party if they
had been placed in the ballot box by the
voters? .

Mr. Bath: An opportmity was afforded
for a misuse of voling privileges.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Leader of the Oposition referred to an
apportunity for voting being given. It
was the desire of the department to give
everv eleetor an opportunity to vote, but,
apparently, there was a desire on the
part of some members to prevent it.

Mr. Bath: T did not say it would uive
an opportunity to those persons to vote.
T said it would gzive an opportanity for a
misuse of voting privileges.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL was
sorry he had misunderstood the interjee-
tion: the words he had heard were “it
wounld give an opportunity.” To give an
opportunity for corruption was to as
sume that the individuals in question
would have voted differently at the ballot-
box. Could a eharge of corruption be
hrought forward on sueh slender reasons
as those?
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Mr. Bath: Theré was no charge of cor-
ruption; it was a breach of the Aect.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
natural that in an electoral eontesl matters
whieh would be looked at with uneoneern
on other oceagions should be treated as
ones of greai magnitude, for possibly
it “was considered that those matters
influenced the election against one whose
eause was being espoused. Coming from
the arena one’s mind was likely to he bi-
assed, and 1t must be always taken into
consideration that, in sueh cireumstaneces,
persons became partisans, uneonsciously,
and, therefore, were liable to put an ex-
aggerated interpretation upon what might
happen, and imagine to be absolute facts
what were really pure exaggerations. The
Leader of the Opposition drew attention
to the fact that certain commereial travel-
lers were placed on the voll at Menzies
while the contest was in progress. The
member for Ivanhoe, who was assisting
My, Gregory’s opponent, sent a telegram
to the Chief Electoral Officer calling at-
tention to the faet that certain commer-
cial travellers were on the voll who, he

. said, were resident in the place only for a

few davs. He gave their names as
Messi=.  Miller, Bridgewood, TFairey,

Pretty, and Dudley. The Chief Electoral
Officer had inquiries wmade as soon as
possible, and his ¢uestions were replied to
by the officer at Menzies. As to the names
set out in the telegramn he had reported
that in the case of Robert DMiller, the
name appeared on the roll with the
address of the Grand Motel, Menzies.
This address, the registrar
out. had Dbeen inserted on the eard
file at the XMenzies office, and the re-
gistrar had personally inquired of Miller
as to his claim. Continning his rveport
the registrar said that, wnfortunately,
e had omitted to send notice of the name
having heen left off the list. It then
appeared on the supplementary voll.
Miller's nanie, he said, was originally on
the Menzies roll, his elaim was still on the
file, and was dated ihe 28th March, 1904,
Miller had complained that at the pre-
vious election his name had heen left off
the voll. The elector travelled continu-
onsly throughout the Menzies district, and
made his headquarters at Menzies. This
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case illustrated that those who took part
in electioneering contests were the very
worst judges, for their minds became un-
Justly biased, and they eould not see that
any person whose vote was likely to be
used against them had a right to be on
the roll. The next name was that of
Grerald Bridgewood. This elector had
been enrolled for the district continu-
ously sinee 11th September, 1905. His
enrolment had not been objected to either
hy the predecessor of the present regis-
trar at Menzies or any private individual.
The report stated that this elector also
travelled continuously through the dis-
trict. Then there were Dudley, Fairey
and Prefty whe, like the other two, spent
the major portion of their time in the dis-
triet. )

Mr. Heitmann: Pretty travels to Cue.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
report of the electoral registrar at Men-
zies made it perfectly clear that the gen-
tlamen mentioned were absolutely enii-
tled to be on the voll.

Mr. Scaddan: Did he say who they
travelled for?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Those
electors did not get their qualifieations
because they travelled for some firm or
other, but because they were in the dis-
trict, where they spent the major portinn
of their time. Two of the electors, Miller
and Bridgwood had heen on the roll for
years, one since 1904 and the other since
1903. .

Mr. Hudson: One did not travel in
1904.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ap-
parently the hon. member thought he
knew wmore about it than the eleetoral
Tegistrar.

Mr. Hudson: 1 do.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL was

more inclined to accept the statement of
the responsible officer. This explanation
disposed to a very large degree of the
objection of the Leader of the Oppe-i-
tion.

Mr. Bath: What about Judgze?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: His
name was not mentioned in the telegram
from Mr, Scaddan,
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Mr, Scadden: e is a confractor and
a councillor of Maleolm, where he resides.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
elector had resided in Menzies for a eon-
siderable period. The fact remained that
all those gentlemen mentioned in the lele-
gram of the wember for Ivanhoe had
been proved to be bona fide claimants to
be placed on the roll for Menzies,

Mr. Swan: That is aceording to the
local registrar,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Bhould
we ingquire from the member for
North Perth as to such complaints
or from the officer whose duty
it was to give wus particulars?
After making full inquiry Mr. Stenberg
was satisfied that the gentlemen in ques-
tion were entitled to be on the rol, and,
therefore, they remained on it. Then
it was eomplained that these gentlemen
had chosen io vote by post. They had a
perfect right to do so if they wanted to,
provided they would not be within seven
miles of a polling booth on the day of
election. Was it a crime on their part
to vote by post? e was perfectly satis-
fied that the only question was whether
those gentlemen were “entiiled to be on
the roll or not. If they were, and if they
chuse to be absent on polling day, they
could exercise their rights the same as
any other elector who voted by post.

Mr. Bath: What will yon do with re-
gard to postal vote provisions?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As to
voting by baliof, the only cure was a pure
roll, and the department were gradually
getting the rolls more pure. The cata-
loguing of names was now going on in
Perth, and when that was done an elector
could not be on more than one roll. That
was the first essential. If the roll were
pure there wouid be no further question
of trouble with regard o postal votes or
the ballot.

Mr. Bath: What about the abuses in
connection with the taking of votes by
postal officers?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
could not be abuses if the roll were puri-
fied, such as he hoped it shortly would be.
It was not te be expecied it would be
made absolutely pure, but it would be
relatively and thus reduce abuses enor-
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mously. When this was done the causes
of complaint would disappear. The
member for Guildford pointed oni that
at small centres wlheve there was a ballot
taken, and where there was a depuiy or
assistant returning officer, it might be
that the manner in which {he volers east
their vote would bhe known te be in
favour of one candidate. That was a
very excepfional state of affairs. One
would imagine that there wounld he al any
rate one vole for the other candidale, and
anyone who wounld wish to escape odium
would vote for the other candidate. A
cage snch as the member suggested would -
have to be given consideration. Ii would
mean that the count would take longer,
for the box would have to be carried to
a central position. The decision of the
department was that the polling places
should be as few as possible.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Atiorney
General’s egplanation was very unsatis-
factory; and on reading the Aet it must
appear unsafisfactory to every member
of the Committee, especially in regard to
the postal vote officer leaving his place.
The Attorney General tried to bring ihe
question round to the fact as to whether
it wonld influenge the elector’s vote. The
question was that that postal vote officer
committed a bhreach of thes Act; he did
something which was unlawful and he
would point out in the amending Act
passed in 1907 a clause was partieunlarly
inserted to obviate what had been pre-
viously experienced, that of a postal vote

officer scouring the country with his
postal book to take voles,

Mr. Bath: Indiseriminately.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: No; diserimi-
-nately. The officers would go io places

and would take a vote for their particu-
lar ‘candidate and pass by those whom
they knew would vote for the other ean-
didate. The Attorney General said that
there had not been any breach of the
Act. The clause in the Act stated—
“Tt shall be unlawful for any postal
vote officer to visit any elector for the
purpose of taking his vete, or to take
any elector!s postal vote in any other
place than snch postal vote officer’s
ordinary place of living or business.
But thiz section shall not apply 1o
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electors entitled to vote by post under
paragraph (b} or (e) of section
eighty-nine.”

The Attorney General made the excuse

that the pestal officer in gnestion hap-

pened to be passing. Whether he was
passing or not it was unlawfunl for him
to take that vote. It was not on one
occasion that this officer had done such

a thing; he had done it at both elec-

tions at Menzies. On the second occasion

he could not even plead ignorance; he did

it deliberately and wilfully broke the law.

The eircumstances were these: on the

fixst occasion he was passing on o Men-

zies, and on his way there he took the
vote. .

" Mr. Scaddan: What was he doing with

the postal vote book in his pocket?
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Looking for the

Howletts’ votes. On the second oceasion

the officer made a trip to Howletis speci-

ally for that purpose. There ecould not
possibly be a clearer or a more distinet
breach of the Aect by an oflicer than that
which took place in Menzies with regard
to the taking of (hat postal vote. The
section clearly laid that down. If that
ease was permitted to be passed over
without a prosecution being brought
against that officer we might as well allow
everything to.be passed over, and elect
our members on the go-as-you-please sys-
tem. The Attorney General said it was
possible fo cure some of these evils by
the provisions of the Aet. He (Mr.

Underwood) thought it was possible to

prevent many of these irregularifies by

administering the existing Aet.  This
applied also to postal votes given ille-
gally. We had instances recently of

people going to Cowrt and stating that |

they lhad voted illegally at Menzies, and
there was a provision in this Aet which
provided for a penalty not exceeding twe
years’ imprisonment for any person
making a false declaration. These people
made false declarations and we were
never likely to have purity of elections
by simply giving pure rolls. It would
be necessary to have pure administration.
The best way to get purity in connection
with the working of the Act, was to pro-
secute some of these people who de-
liberately did things which were unlaw-
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ful. The Menzies election was not the
only one where such things happened.
The member for Subiaco could tell the-
Committee what took place at the muni-
cipal elections in that district in comnee-
tion with this postal vote system. The
way postal voles were recorded in both
parliamentary and munieipal elections
was a standing disgrace to the Siate and
to the administrators of the Act, and if
there was no intention to hring to justice
those people who committed offences,
then we had better barn the Aect, and
elect our members in any way the people
cared to do.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: No member of
the Committee would defend unlawfyl
breaches of the Act, but it ought to be-
remembered that the postal vote system
was tried for the first time in the present
form in connection with the existing Aect.
He agreed with the Leader of the Oppo-
sition with regard to the breaches of the
section which had been referred to. If
we were going to  have postal voting,
which was a great convenience, then we
should have it so secure that there could
be no breaches of it. We wanted to keep
this provision on the statute book. It
was a great convenience, but, at the same
time he could not fail to recognise that it
was open to abuse. The claunse clearly
provided that the votes should be taken
at the residence of the postal vote officer,
excepting under those conditions which
were mentioned.  The officer eould not
pass a place with a book in his pocket
and take a wvote becansg that would not
be proper. It was such things which no
doubt brought fhese unlawful acts before
the publie, and caused want of confidence
in the minds of the electors and candi-
dates as well, so that now attention haw-
ing been drawn to the matter, it should
be made imperative, and the rule should
be enforeed, and if there were any
breaches of it, proseculion should follow.
We desired to refain this privilege, be-
eause as he had said, it was most conveni-
ent. With regard fo the ecase reported
in the newspaper as having oceurred at
Denmark, that was one of those cases
which should have been followed up. One
gould not always depend on what ap-
peared in the newspapers as heing accu-
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rate, because there was a good deal of
hearsay in connection with such ecases.
Although he lived in the neighbourhood
and he saw the reference to this matter

in the newspaper, he did not hear any-.

thing confirmatory of it. Sueh matters,
however, should be cleared up, because
they ereated restlessness in the minds of
the electors and the ecandidates them-
selves,

Mr. WALKER: The Attorney General
had wade it quite clear that serious
breaches of the Act bad been committed.
The point made hy the Leader of the
Opposition was that these matters had
been referred to the Electoral Depart-
ment, and no action had been taken.
These matters which might possibly bave
escaped the notice of the Electoral De-
partment were such as ought not to have
escaped npotice, becouse of the general
publicity given to them. He was
astonished that the chief law offiecr of
this Stkate, the Attorney General, should
urge exeuses for ignoring and breaking
the law. If there was one thing more
than anoflier that he should do it was to
see that the laws were vindiealed in
every instance. It was not for him o
make excuses; that was what he had done.
Tf it was pot {o gain a point, a -tem-
porary victory in debate, in his ealm
moments if he considered what he had
said to the Committee, the Attorney
General would be ashamed of himself.
The statement he had made was simply
this, that because some people had been
advantaged by obtaining a vote, it did
not matter if they broke the law to do it.

The Attorney General: On a point of
order, I never made sneh a statement. It
is absolutely erroneous on the member’s
part, and I shall ask the hon. member to
withdraw it.

Mr. WALKER: What he was saying
was not that the Attorney General had
made that statement but that his re-
marks had amounted to that.

The Altorney General: The hon. mem-
ber is putiing into my mouth words
which I did not use. I ask that they be
withdrawn.

Mr. WALKER: What is the point of
order?
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The Attorney Gemeral: You have mis-
quoted me.

Mr. WALKER: It was neither a quo-
tation nor a misquoiation. It was the
reasonable inference +which he had
drawn from the Attorney General’s re-
marks in making an apology for not
having enforced the law. The Attorney
General had implied that it did not mat-
ter if the law were violated so long as
the end and purpose of voting was
achieved.  The Attorney General had
avoided the plain issue brought before
him—the charge of law-breaking. The
Altorney (General was all the more un-
fortunate in the gituation in which be
found himself. because of the fact that
he was the father of the Act, In definite
language the Aet declared it to be unlaw-
ful for any postal vote officer to visit
ahy elector for the purpose of taking
his vote. There were two exceptions to
this, but only two. The question was
whether the law was to prevail or whe-
ther the convenience of the postal vote
officer or the candidate or the elector
was to override the law. The Atiorney
Gieneral was the guardian of the law and
it eame from him with very bad grace
to make the slightest apology for the
breaking of that law. In view of the
charges which had been made, how came
it that the bead of the Crown Law De-
partment had not taken any step what-
ever to prosecute offenders against the
Act? In a receni case which had come
before the Court of Disputed Returns it
was shown that certain men had made
false declarations in answer to questions
under the Act; yet nothing had been
done in the matter of prosecuting these
people. Was it that the Attorney Gen-
eral had asswmed their innocence, or had
he once more assumed that he would not
be able to get a jury to conviet? Was
he quietly putiing the law into opera-
tion, or was he deliberately ipnoring the
breaches of the law, and to that extent
himself violating the law? It was in-
cumbent on the Attorney General Lo
make this point eclear to the Committee,
hecause Parliamentary abuses were be-
coming a bv-word in this State. This
Act constituted a protection of the hon-
our of every memher of the Committee.
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If there were a single member of the
Committee who had obtained his seat by
wrongful practices, his dishonour would
reflect upon every member of the Com-
mittee and upon the institution of Par-
liament itself. In other parts of the
world violations of the Electoral Aet
were punished with the utmost rigour;
ner was it left to private people, to
newspaper paragraphs, or to tale-bearers
to set the law in motion. The law was set
in motion by the appointed guardians of
the law, But in this State the guardian
of the law, the administrator of the Act,
stood up in his place in Parliament as
Attorney General and execused the elear
violation of the law which had heen
brought under his notice. Members of
the Committee might well fear the tongue
of the slanderer when the Minister him-
self condoned a violation of the law and
apologised for it. When the Act of 1907
was passed hon. members bad flattered
themselves that at last they had a per-
fect Act which was going to make purity
of elections a possibility.

Mr. Collier: Bo it would if it were
properly administered.

Mr. WALKER: If properly adminis-
tered the Act would certainly do muoech
towards rendering elections pure. -But
instead of administering the Act Lhe At-
torney (General was deliberately ignor-
ing every breach of it brought under his
notice; and the public were beginning to
feel that it did not maiter much what
they might do in defiance of the Aect.
Only a few months ago an eleetion had
been upset on the score » of wrongful
voling: and a few days later there had
been another election which, had it been
brought to the Court of Disputed Re-
turns, would have shown similar irregu-
lavities,

Mr. Holman: But the other man was
affected there.

Mr. WALKER: I mattered not who
was affected, the irregularities had been
manifest. Yet not a move had been
made by the department. For his part

- he was prepared to exonerate the Chief
Flectoral Officer; beeause he was doubt-
ful whether that officer conld be the ini-
tiator of the necessary prosecutions. Mr.
Stenberg was not absolnie in the depart-
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ment. Only the Aftorney General was
absolute, and on the Attorney General
must rest the responsibility of all mal-
administration in the partieulars brought
under the notice of the Committee this
afternoon. It was not only that these
offences were being eommitted against
the Aet, and that the Ministerial head
of the department was aware of themj
but at every available opportunity
apologies were made for these offences.
The question was as to who really was
respongible for putting the law in mo-
tion, and how eame it that there had not
been one single prosecution under this
Act? The Attorney General had been
in no way perturbed by the faets brought
under his notiece by the Leader of the
Oppesition—facts  which, gigantie in
themselves showed the possibility of the
vielation of the Aet from page 1 to the
closing page. The Attorney General had
said thal he was waiting for more
charges; in the hope, presumahly, that
in the multiplieity of the charges some
of them might escape by all being
treated in a general fashion. But specific
charges had been made and specific an-
swers werve reqnired. The charge against
the Attorney General was that he him-
self, had immorally acted by permitting
the Act o be violated without taking
any steps (o bring the offenters to pun-
ishment. Did the Attorney (leneral in
view of the facts brought before him this
afternoon, purpose taking any action in
the direction of setting the law in motion?
Was it a faet that {he ‘man who
was the chief proteetor, the vindicator
of the law, was himself its chief
paralyser and destroyer? Tt must
be clear to the Attorney General
that the law was not perfect. True, in
many particulars it was better than
formerly, and one could con-
gratulate  the  Elecioral Depari-
ment, under  Mr, Stenberg, un
the excellent state of the rolls, but what
was the Attorney General going to do
about cases such as that before the Court
of Disputed Returns recently, in order to
give justice to candidates appealing to
the Court or dragged to it? Oune thing
struck him more than anvthing else. that
was the absence of the conscience claunse,
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which gave the Judge, sitting in  the
Court of Disputed Returns, the power to
decide according to the equity of the case.
The Act now compelled the Judge to go
upen hard and fast lines, and in Section
161 we had all the possibilities revealed
in the first Menzies election. There were
postal votes thai could be identified; they
were identified; and it was asked that they
should be counted: but thev were not.
Had there been an election qualifications
committee, such as originally sat in this
Parliament, as in other Parliaments,
tor the purpese of examining votes,

there would have heen no  hesi-
{ation in  examining  these postal
votes “ to get ar the equity of the

case; but in this ense there was no chance
of justice being done. The conscience
clause was omitted from the Act at the
instance of the Attorney General, not by
any pardouable neglect, but in spite of
the fact that the need for it had been
hrought under his notice, and despite the
fact that the select commitiee that sat on
the electoral faw had been asked fo in-
clude sueh a clause in the Bill.  Now,
seeing the evil effect of the omission, ren-
dering justice impossible in the Court of
Disputed Returns, was the Atiorney Gen-
eral going to leave the law imperfeet, or
was he going to amend the theasure?
There was plenty of time to bring down
useless measureg, so it was not sufficient
excuse to plead want of time. How did
it come about that the rule: drawn up,
for which, as head of the department,
the Attorney General mustberesponsible,
were so calenlated as to do an injustice
to a candidate whose seat was challenged?
There was no gainsaying il, injustice
was done in connection with the recent
appeal. If, after the.petition was lodged
the ease had heen heard straight away,
there would have been power at the dis-
cretion of the presiding Judge to award
costs according to the merits of the ease;
but before the appeal could be heard,
suddenly,and with marvellonsspeed,rules
were drawn up which rendered it im-
possible for the candidate whose seat was
challenged to save himself from costs if
he were not suecessful. The rules pro-
vided that if the candidate would admit
the facts of the petition he counld do so
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by proper notice, and from that moment
hix eosts ceased.

The Minister for Mines: 1t wade clear
what was the past practice,

My, Hobnan: It made elear your prac-
tice,

Mr. WALKER: 1t alse wade clear that
it was an easy way of staving off fighting
a petition to save expenses. If a poor
inan exhausted his finances in winning an
clection the rich defeated candidate eonld
go to him and say, “Admit what I have
alleged against you in this petition o1 be
ready to pay £400 or £500" It was not
everymne whe would run the risk of hav-
g to pay £400 or £500, and the poor
man was compelled to virtvally admit
that he, or his supporters, bad been guiity
of wrengful practices. That was the in-
ference to be drawn from the petition re-
ceatly'lodged. Tf the defeated ecandidate
backed down, for ever after be and his
supporters could have that faet thrown
ont against them. OFf conrse there were
men who would risk bankruptcy rather
than admii it: but if the suceessful eandi-
date did not admit it he might be mulet
in all the eosts by virtue of the absence
uf the conseience ¢lause from the Aect, in
spite of the faet that the wrongdoers
might be the petitioner’s friends. The
innocent man was made the culprit and
the guilty man was rewarded, This might
happen to any member, no matter to what
party he belonged. Therefore, what was
te he done to remedy the Act so as to
have justice done? In the recent case
justice would have given ihe seat to the
person who had justly won it.  The Act
prevented justice being done. We ecould
not allow that to go on any further. Lest
it might he said that he was assuming par-
tienlars in his argument, he drew atten-
tion to the faet that in the evidence in
therecent appeal, witnesseswho had voted
wrongfully against the Aet nevertheless
were members of Mr, Gregorv’s commit-
fee.

The Minister for Mines:
thev?

Mr. WALKER : There were one or two.
There was one who was the chairman of
Mr. Gregory’s committee. Did the hon.
member deny it

Who were
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The Minister for Mines:' 1 dispute the
statement.

Mr. Holman: If the postal votes were
opened yon could not dispute it.

Mr. WALKER: In the Court it was
said that certain persons who wrongfully
voted were an Mr. Gregory's committee.

The Minister for Mines: You are talk-
ing about the Mount Ida people.

Mr. WALKER was dealing with the
petition., He was not saying that these
particular votes decided the issue.

The Minister for Mines: You
people who voted improperly.

Mr. WALKER: Yes. The votes im-
properly given were those mentioned in
the petition for the purpose of unseat-
ing the suceessful candidate. Tt was
something scandalous, that people could
bring in their friends, who had voted
wrongfully, to upset an election to the
disadvantage of their opponent. No
honourable man wounld take advantage of
sueh a thing. Though some might think
it mere play, to his mind it was most
grave.

(Sitting suspended from 6.30 to 7.30

said

m.)

Mr. WALKER: At the Menzies elee-
tion names were admitted and votes were
given whieh were ohjected to by the side
that honestly won but was heaten on
appeal. In spite of the objections those
names were admitted. There was some-
thing wrong in a law that would permit
an innocent man fo be punished in cir-
cumstances of that kind. He was draw-
ing attention to this faet not out of malice
or party bias, for he would de it if the
offence had been eommitted by any mem-
ber of his own side, but he had the sole
purpose of trying to prevent such matters
oceurring in the future. It was a shock-
ing thing that men should he able to go
to a polling booth where their names were
objected to and where reasons were stated
for the objection, and should he permitted
to vote and those very votes he utilised
to penalise those who had objecied to
them. It was the duty of the Atforney
General to reform the Act at once. Par-
ticularly in the ease of dispuled returns
was reform necessary. At the present
time the Aet did not allow ns to sheet
home the offence to the offender. - If
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witnesses were allowed to answer a ques-
tion like this, *for whom did you voete9''
we should ai onee get at the real state of
affairs, but that question could not be
asked. In connection with the present
case the postal votes should have heen
examined, and they could have been with-
out any violation of the seerecy of the.
ballot. They conld be examined without
anyone heing ahle to ascertain how any
other voter exercised his franchise. These
men had no right to vote at the election
and were, properly speaking, not voters;
therefore if they were not entitled to vote
it mattered not for whom they voted.
The law that prevented these votes from
heing examined was wrong. As the votes
were illegal, they shonld not bhave been
added to anyone’s tally, and ifthatcourse
had been adopted the count at the elee-
tion would bave gone the other way.
There was no guarantee now of any elee-
tion being settled provided there was a
close fight. In such a case the unsuecess-
ful eandidate, the laws being administered
as they were, could at any time have a
chance to upset the election. A designing
candidate could get friends of his, who
either were wrongfully on the voll or had
been disqualified, to’vote for him, and if
that number of illegnl voters was suffi-
cient to ‘counteraet the numbers obtained
in majority by his opponent, the election
conld be upset. A man lacking in prin-
ciple and with money to spend could, at
any time, prepare for an emergeney in
that way. Had there been a nearer eon-
test at the second election for Menzies,
and the fizures been closer than they were,
the election eonld again have been upset
on the same principle as the first one.
Where would be the end of this sort of
thing? What security was there that the
people’s will would be carried out? There
was an instance of wrong veting in the
ease of a Mrs. Haack. Her vote was ob-
jected to. She was a resident in Kalgoor-
lie and had been there for 12 months,
and she wouold not have been allowed to
he on the Menzies roll if right had heen
done. How did she get or keep upon the
roll? What officer of the Electoral De-
partment was blamable for this? And
being npon the roll who obtained her
vote? Some people might say that was



Annual Esttmales :

immaterial, but he ciaimed that it was
material. After that woman was waited
upon for her vote, after the postal offi-
cer took her vote in Kalgoorlie under the
circumstances stated, a wrong was com-
nmitled which deserved punishment, and it
was no trivial wrong. These wrongs
conld be eommitted with impunity and
we eould not set any law in motion He
was going to draw the aitention of the
Atlorney General to that section of the
Electoral Act of which he boasted so
much when he was introducing the meas-
wre inte the Assembly. He referred to
Section 161, which was passed without
any discussion. It was one of those
¢lauses which went through in globo after
a compromise had been effected between
those opposing the Bill and the Minister
in charge in order to expedite its pas-
sage. Consequenfly it was never re-
viewed as it should have been. Consider-
ing the way the Attorney General spoke
of it, one was astonished to find now the
use that was made of it. The clanse pro-
vided for the Court fo inquire into the
identity of persons and whether their
votes were unproperly admitted or re-
jected and then went on to say: “Bui
the Court shall deem the roll conclusive
evidence that the persons enrolled were,
at the date of the completion of the roll
entitled to be enrolled.” One did noi see
the absurdity of that until affer it had
been put to the test. He admitted the
Commiftec shonld have given it more
careful consideration. Tt was absurd now
when one locked at it. It said: “Those
who were enrolled were entitled to be en-
rolled.” The Attorney General no doubt
meant to say at that time that those en-
rolled should be entitled to vote at the
date of their enrolment. He believed it
was thal expression whieh staved off the
too critical analysis of the meaning of
those words. The consequence was, that
the section meant nothing. Although it
pretended to be a reform, it left the
position precisely where it was. There
was no more imperfect section so far as
the Aci was concerned than this one, and
knowing what use was made of it at the
last elections, it was incumbent on those
in authority io have this section alfered
with the ntmost expedition. He desired

Q)]
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to draw the Commitiee’s atiention 1o the
difference between the haste displayed on
one oceasion, and the dilatoriness in effect-
ing a reform in another. When in con-
nection with the Menzies case a petition
was filed either on the 5th or 6th of Nov-
ember we found that four or five days
afterwards rules were suddenly drawn up.
The Act had heen long encugh in foree
for those rules to have heen prepared and
placed on the Table of the House long
before, but 1 was only when a ‘petition
was lodged that expedition was shown.
On the 9th, some four or five days after
the petition was lodged, the rules were
drawn up. and on the same day they were
submited to ihe Attorney General. and
to the judges, and gazetted. Thut ex-
pedition was commendable for a good
canse. Now after we had discovered the
ill effect of this section 161, which was
capable of working so mueh injustice to
an innocent eandidate, where was the need
for haste? It was that sort of rthing
which was seandalous. If the object were
that the laws shouid operate to give rights
to all parties, that seetion would not have
remained on the statute book a munth
after the meeting of the House. If an-
other electinn were upon us now, and this
section were still in existence, it wonld
allow of the repelition of injury to an
innoceni party. No one would tell him
that the law stood hnpotent before wrong-
doers, no once would tell him that the -
House was helpless against those who de-
signed to rob their fellow men of their
vights. Tt was surely not coming to this,
that hefore the wrong-doer the law felt
impotent. and that it allowed that wrong-
doer to trample the law under foot, If
that be not the case. then we must remedy
these evils withonf a moment’s delay. or
wrong might frinmph over vight and
might be applauded and defended. and
even by one who wore the honourable
gown and distinetive wig of the Attovnev
General of the State. He was thinking
of others who might be placed in the fix
of Mr. Buzacott and others who wished
to act honourably and honestly in  the
course of an election and in the eonduet
of its management. He stood appalled
at the apathy of these who witnessed
these transgressions and who defied
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ignored, and trampled the laws under foot,
who sat silent while the wrong-doers
usurped the position of others. His
motive in doing what he had done, he
hoped would not be construed or mis-
construed into party bias or spleen, but
would be considered as it should be con-
sidered by every right thinking person,
as a just protest against the apathy of
thoge, who, whilst pretending to admin-
ister the law, allowed it to be broken at
every turn withont so much as lifting a
hand to prevent a wrong doing.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
hon, member commenced his speech by
putting a wholly false construction on
what he (the Attorney General) had said.
The hon. member alleged that he acted
as an apologist for those who had com-
mitted a breach of the Act. At that time
he had not the same knowledge which he
possessed now, that a breach of the regu-
lations or a hreach of the provisions of
the Aect’ might vary from the degree of
being ‘most formal to indeed a very seri-
ous matter. The eireumstances of the
case alone could determine in what cate-
gory we placed it. If it he of the most
formal characler only, then it was an en-
tirely different matter from one where
there was intent to do sometbing which
was obviously against the spirit of the
Act, and whieh was ohviously of a char-
acter that deserved condemnation. When
the Leader of the Opposition brought up
the case of the battery manager at Mul-
line, he (the Attorney General) bad had
no opportunity of knowing what the cir-
cumstances were.  Since then he had
been given that opportanity by consulia-
tion with the Chief Electoral
What did be find were the facts? He
suggested at the time that very possibly
it was eapable of very innocent explana-
tion. Now he found that the member-for
Ivanhoe and the member for Boulder saw
the Chief Electoral Officer on this matter.
The Chief Electoral Officer did not sub-
mit the file to him (the Attorney Gen-
eral), because he looked upon it as not
being complete, but he showed hon. mem-
bers the inquiries he had made, and they
promised to give him further information,
and the Chief Electoral Officer was wait-
ing for that information to-day. Tt was
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information which would econtradiet the
statement made by the postal vote officer
to the effect that as he was passing cer-
tain premises in the ordinary course of
his business he was asked to take a vote
and did so.

Mr. Holman: Does he always carry the
postal vote books in the ordinary course
of business? It is absolute nonsense,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member might say it was nonsense,
but the officer had explained why be did
so. He told the Chief Eleetoral Officer
that if he was asked to take a yote and
had to return a long distance for his vote
book it would mean a great deal of
trouble; consequently he always carried
his postal vote book with him. It was
true that if we wanted to look for guilt,
we could always find it. There were no
act that anyone could commit that some-
one eonld not put a false construetion on,

Mr. Scaddan: Where did he say he
was fravelling to?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member knew well, becanse the
Chief Electoral Officer showed him ihe

papers.
Mr., Scaddan: He did not show them
to me.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL The

Officer’s  explanation
pointed out exactly what he said.

Mr, Scaddan: Read it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Two
communications had been sent by the
postal vote officer to the Chief Electoral
Officer. The first, under date November
19th read—

“Yopr wire to hand. T absolutely
deny travelling round the distriet col-
lecting postal votes. I happened to be
passing Howlett’s, 14 miles from here,
and he asked me to take his and Mrs.
Howleit’s votes as they being so far
away from any polling hooth and hav-
ing a large family to attend to they
would be unable to leave the place and
children alone to ecome in to vote.
P.S.—These, besides a man’s who was
laid up for some months, are the only
votes T have taken.”

Mr. Johnson: Why did he cart the
book round?
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Had
the hon. member been ix his place a few
minutes earlier be would have heard that
explanation. It was given in the second
letter, dated 29th November, which read—

“I always carried the postal vote
book with me to save myself another
Journey back to any of these places in
case it was wanted. Since you have
pointed it out to me, and on going
closer into the matter T see now that T
misunderstood the Act and I am ex-
tremely sorry if I have exceeded my
dnties.”

“The hon. member had complained that
this gentleman was going all round the
distriet collecting postal votes. As a
matter of faet he had collecied three
only. The telegram sent by Mr. Collier
read—

“Wire sent.  Postal vote officer at
Mulline travelling round district col-
lecting votes contrary to Aect.”

Mr, Collier: Tt 15 true. He (did travel
round enllecting votes.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As he
would not ask the hon. member to ac-
knowledge the correctness of the state-
nments made by the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer, so the hon. member had no right te
expect that he (the Attorney General)
would take his {Mr. Collier’s) siatement
against the statements of the officers of
the department. As he had already
pointed ount, the statements made on oe-
casions such as this became grossly ex-
aggerated owing to the strength of feel-
ing which, somewhat naturally, arose.
Here was an excellent illustration in the

very ease brought forward by the Lea-

der of the Opposition.

Mr. Bath: The vote was taken twice.

Mr. Collier: He did that twiee, at both
electrons.

The ATTORNXEY GENERAL: The
only thing complained of was the doing
of it at this partienlar election. So soon
as it had become known to the depart-
ment it was inquired into; and the re-
sult of the inguiry was made available
to the hon. member, who had promised
the Chief Electoral Officer that he would
produce further evidence.

Myr. Collier: 1 said 1 was prepared to
make a declaration. On his own show-
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ing, the officer is guilty. Why do you
not prosecute him?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:  As-
suming that he himself was investigating
these matters, was he experted to po oui
of his way (o prosecute an officer for a
formal breach of the Aet? Why had he
not been asked to prosecute the officer at
Tampa, who had received 11 votes but
had not sent them in? Apparently be-
eanse fhere was no reason for complaint
to be made. Although in the latter case
it had been a neglect of duty he (the
Attorney Guneral) was not satisfied that
the officer had done it knowingly or with
intent to injure Mr. Gregory or some-
body clse. If the Aet were to be admin-
istered on any other lines than these it
would be in a fair way to becoming an
instrument of vengeaunce. The member
for Boulder now said that this postal
vote officer had transgressed, not only
on this occasion but on other occastons.
Still no eomplaint of that kind had been
made against him. If all sorts of things
were to be assumed 1t would be impos-
sible to meet the complainant in argu-
ment; hecause if asumptions were to be
allowed, an overwhelming structure of
alleged facts could be built up. Instead
of dealing any further with suggestions
made by partizans, he would proceed te
deal with facts as disclosed by the offi-
eial files. Baut first of all he would like
to point oul that if, exereising his own
discretion in such a matter, he were to
order a prosecution to be either stayed
or proceeded with he would immediately
be met with the eriticism tha! he had
been animated by political bias. 8o, in
order to protect himself and to protect
the department from any ecriticism of
that character, he had asked the Chief
Electoral Officer to consult the Crown
Solicitor and the Solicitor General and
to submit to them any case he might
bhave. This the Chief Electoral Officer
had done without asking him to express
any opinion whatever upon the facts. He
(the Attorney General) would venture
to say that had he not taken this course
he wounld have had beaped upon him at
the first opportunity all the powers of
criticism possessed by hon. members op-
posite. Tt had been iu aniicipation of
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the possibilily of such a sitnation that he
had taken his personality entirely out
of it and azllowed these matters to be
settled by the Chief Electoral Officer, the
Crown Solieitor, and the Solicitor Gen-
eral, knowing perfectly well that in ve-
gard to the giving of legal advice the two
last-named officers were fully as eapable
as he was himself if not more so.

My. Walker: Js not that shirking re-
sponsibility ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No. Tt
was faking a precaution absolutely ne-
cessary when one recognised, as one did,
that being in the political arvena one’s
judgment nust of necessity be more or
less biaged.

My, Holman: Tt is a pity you did not
take the advice of yowr officers in the
Gerald Browne case.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: An
officer of the department had conducted
that prosecution. However that matter
was not now before the Committee. It
was always this—this hurling of insinua-
tions. It made attendance in the Chani-
ber repugnant. There was always a drag-
. ging in of some innuendo that any act one
had done had sprung from some guilty
intent. The member for Kanowna had
said that this Electoral Act, because it
had no equity of conscience clause was
so deficient that'it had defeated the ends
of justice in the Menzies election appeal.
Had that argumnent been advaneed by one
who was not a candidate for the legal pro-
fession he (the Attorney General) wounld
have given no attention to it. But ecom-
ing as it did from the member for Kan-
owna he could not help thinking that the
hon. member had not given it due con-
sideration. For if such a eclanse had
been in the Bill it could have had no
effect whatever upon the legal issue.
What could have heen the effest of a
clause whieh was really only a plous op-
inion? The issue before the Comrt had
been as to whether Section 161 preelud-
ed the Court from inguiring whether
those on the roll were entitled to vote.
the second issue being that if the court

was entitled to go beyond the roll,
did certain parties vote who were
nol entitled to vote? How then

was it possible for any so-called equity
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of conscience clause to in any way have
a hearing upon the issue. When speaking
on the Address-in-Reply he had admitted
that Seetion 161 of the Act bad been
faultily drafted. He had then pointed
out that the section had been put in the
Act, not to  meet any snggestion from
mewmbers ot the Opposition side of the
House bul to meet views largely shared
in by both sides of the House, namely
that when a candidate was retnrned there
should be some protection given him
against his heing ousted from his seat.
It was to be admitted that the seetion
was faultily drawn and must be amended
to achieve its purpose. He had said that
in respeet tn persons whose oecupation
rendered it necessary for them to be con-
tinually travelling, provision should be
made whereby they ecould enjoy the fran-
chise. There were other matters also in
the Act requiring amendment. It was,
or ought to be, heyond the range of eri-
ticiam that in a short session for which
it was designed that no important or eon-
tentions natters should he prepared, the
Crovermenl should not be asked to bring
down a Bili of the utmest importance
il whieh wonld vequire eaveful thinking
out.  The undertaking that he had given
with regard to the Electoral Aet was that
it shonld he given early consideration;
and had this session beer one of ordinary
proportions the measure wonld certainly
have been hrought down. One furiher
watter lie desived to make clear was the
question of the rules drawn up for the
hearing »f petitions. Under the old Aet
there was necessavily power to draw up
rales, but that power had never been ex-
ercised, with the eonsequence that when
the BEast Fremantle and Geraldton pefi-
tions came on for hearing there was un-
thing to guide the petitioners and vespon-
dents as to the procedure bhefore fhe
Court, the parlies being i the dark as
tno what they should do. The rules that
were adopted were adopted after carefui
consideration from all the rules in force
in the different States and in the old
country, and they placed the respondent
in a mueh hetter position than he oecu-
pied before.  Previously, when a res-
pondent reeeived notice of a pelition in
whieh it was alleged that parties who ha?
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voted purpuriing to be electors were not
electors. if he discharged his dury of
examining the names on the rolls and as-
eertaining whether they were electors or
not, and found they were not electors, he
knew he had no chance execept to go dowe
on the petition. But as there were no
rules of practice he could file no docu-
ment fhat-would save him from the costs
which he was not in a position, possibly,
Lo aveid. 1f the rules now i force had
heen in toree when the petitions in the
East Fremantle and Geraldton cases were
dealt with, the respondents could have
acknowledged that the faets alleged in the
petitions were wrong, and could have no-
tified that they did not intend to oppose
the petitions. Then the petitioners eould
have by ex parie motions obtained orders,
and no ecosts would have been given
against the respondents for any period
bevoud the dates on which they filed their
statemients. and the costs prior to that
would have been infinitesimal, merely
those involved in the preparation of the
petitions.  Theretore, members would see
the rules were distinetly in favour of the
respondent to a petition. and prevented
him being mulet in eosts when he found
that the eircumstanees were such that he
wus not justified n oppesing the petition.
The wember for Kanowna claimed that
no man would acknowledge the petition
was correct, claiming that the inference
was that the respondent, if he acknow-
ledged the sintements in the petition as

heing  corvect, acknowledged being i
fault. Ne matter whether a respondent

filed a statement or otherwise there would
still remain open to him the Press, the
public  platform. and every avenue in
which 1o contradiet the statemenis con-
tained in the petition. Tf there was an
inference it would remain the same
whether the rvespundeni filed a statement
that he did net intend to oppose the pe-
tition. or whether he offered every oppo-
sition in his power; and it was only on
the respondent’s word that the eontrary
to the inference conld be established. So
the hon. member could see that in fact
the rules did not alter the position in the
least. excepi that they enabled the res-
pondeni to escape the inenbus of costs,
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which otherwize lte would he liable to pay.
These rules certainly. did what they were
suppuzed to <o, that was to enable the
parties (o determive ihese matters gl the
least possible cost. The member for Wa-
nowna alse raised the question that there
should be iy cases of this kind provision
made for the Court to examine ihe ballot
papers and see hew the voters aetually
voted. That argument was submitted to
the Court on the hearing of the last peti-
tion, and the Chief Justice referred to
the dictum laid down by the Chief Justice
of Australia in the case of Blackwond
and Chanter, :

Mr. MeDowall: Thai  was different.
The Commonwealth rendered il impos-
sible to eount the postai votes,

The ATTORNXEY GENERAL: If we
applied it to postal voting we should
equally apply it te ballot papers.

Mr. Walker: Tn the one ease we can
and in the other we cannot. One vote
i marked on the counterfoil.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If it
be vighi that in the ease of postal votes
numbering  shonld he done so that the:
voter might be traced, then we should
number the ballof papers to enable us
to trace the voter at the ballot hoxes. Who
would subscribe to the doctrine that we
shoald mark our ballot papers so as to
trace the voters?

Mr. Seaddun: We can ohjeet to  the
voter going fo the ballot hox, but we ean-
not to the man taking out a postal vote.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: A vofer
presenting himself at the ballot box and
auswering all the statutory  questions
must he allowed to vote,

Myr. Bath: No: the returning officer
can make him sign a declavation.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
was the same declavation that was at-
tached ta every postal vote, so the ecir-
cumstanees were absolutely identical, and
members were really leading themselves.
agtray. The ullimate resort of the pre-
gsidine ofticer was to make the voter af
the Ballar box sign the very declaration
that persons must sign when voting by
post. If we were to make provision in
an Fleetoral Aef. enabling the setreev
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of the ballot to be evaded, we must make
it apply all round.

Mr. McDowall: Then make it impos-
sible to examine postal votes and yon
achieve that object, as they have done in
the Commonwealth.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
dictum of the law was that it was impos-
sible to trace the postal votes, The num-
bers were not to be taken into aceount
for that purpese. Therefore, apparently
no change was needed in our law in that
direction. He particularly recognised the
drafting of Section 161 was such as to
arrive at a result which tended in faet to
defeat the intent with which the section
was put in the Act, and it needed to be
carefully amended. But we must not go
too far in amending it. We must fully
protect candidates in the future, but in
rushing to a remedy must not possibly
rush to some treater disease. If we were
to reconstruct the Aect in all the parts
in which it was defieient, we must give it
careful consideration and make sure that
afterwards, if it beecame necessary to sub-
mit the measure to a Court for interpre-
fation, it would earry out the intent and
not, as in this case, lead to the intent
being defeated.

Mr. SCADDAN: With no intention to
hurl inuendoes at the Attorney General
or at the Electoral Department, he would
endeavour to state facis, the proof of
which he had before him, to show, not
because he desired e say anything un-
kind of the Attorney General, but be-
eause he believed that the result of the
Menzies election showed it, that ihe
Electoral Act, which we heard from the
Attorney General was so perfeet, should
be amended In its most essential parts.
He was astounded when he first read the
supplementary roll for Menzies,” when
the hy-election was held. The Chief
Electoral Officer and his officers in Perth
were hol responsible, because it was im-
possible for them to properly correct the
roll before it was printed. With all his
heart he acknowledged we had in our
Chief Electoral Officer the best eivil ser-
vant in the State. Having had dealings
with him during the recent elections as
seeretary of the Ausiralian Labour Fed-
eration, he knew that any information he
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asked for that it was possible to give M.
Stenberg had been most willing to give.
When complaints had been made the
Chief Electoral Officer had eaused in-
quiries to be instituted and wrongs recti-
fied wherever possible, On several oe-
easions he had wired Mr. Stenberg from
Menzies, and on each oceasion received
a reply containing the information
sought for. During the eleetion infor-
mation was received from Davyhurst .
that the presiding officer there had said
he would not foree persons to make the
necessary declaration under the Aet on
election day. He had wired to Mr. Sten-
berg, who eaused instructions to 'be given
whereby, if required, the declarations
wounld be taken. During the election
certain irrvegularities occurred for which
somecone was responsible, and it was the
duty of the department to find out how
thev occurred, and to bring the offenders
to justice. Now he would deal with the
question of the commercial travellers the
Attorney General had said were quali-
fied to be enrolled. That was on the in-
formation given by the Menazies electoral
registrar, who was the officer whe put
those persons on the roll, and as ihe Act
sajd the enrolling officer must be satis-
fied that the applicants were entitled to
o on the roll, it was not likely he wonld
say subsequently thay were not entirled,
for if so he would be eensured for put-
ting them on originally. On the sopple-
mentary roll there were placed the
names of a number of persons whose ad-
dresses were not given. For instance,
there was Annie Bridge. deseribed as a
teacher of Menzies, and one Brennan,
a prospeetor of Menzies. There were
188 persons on that roli whose addresses
were not given. The Act clearly zet out
that the name of the street and number
of the house of the applicant should be
stated, and that sufficient information
should be given to enable the exact re-
sidence of the claimant to be ascertain-
ed. These eclaims should never have
been reeceived. To show the difference
that existed in enforcing the law aceord-
ing to the election thal was going on, he
vould instance a ecase which ceemrred
in connection with the Legislative Coun-
eil elections. That case occurred at
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Snhiaco.” An applicant for enrolment
gave the name of his house and the street
in which it was built, but he did not
give the number of the lot. The appli-
cant was told he must get that informa-
tion, it being known at the time that
it would not be possible for him to ob-
tain it in the half hour there was before
the rofl closed. At the by-election for
Menzies. however, when the Minister
was standing. the Electoral Aet essen-
tials evidently were not enforeed. In
many cases at Menzies false elaims were
made. We had been told by the electoral
registrar that the commercial travellers
referred to were continnally travelling
through the Menzies electorate and made
that town their headquarters. A man
named Dudley, a commercial traveller,
was on the supplementary roll, but he
was a resident of Kalgoorlie and voted
at the general elections in that elector-
ate. If that gentleman continually
travelled in the Menzies distriet and
made that town his beadquarters, how
ecould he have claimed to be put on the
Kalgoorlie roll as a resident. His wife
was domieciled in Kalgoorlie. Then there
was Munroe, secretary for Mr. Gregory;
" he also appeared on the supplementary
roll.

The Minister for Mines: Quite right.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Chief Justice
had said many times during the hearing
of the petition on the first election that
a bona fide resident was not a temporary
resident, and that he must be on the roll
for the place where he was usually
domiciled and where his wife and
family resided. Munroe was on the Kal-
goorlie roll and voted at the general
elections there. Therefore he had voted
for two different representatives in this
Chamber in one. year. When he became
secretary for Mr. Gregory he was tem-
porarily domiciled at Menzies, and was
put on the supplementary roll: his home,
however, was in Kalgoorlie, and he had
ne right to vote at the Menzies election.
We were told that the commercial travel-
ler Miller was continually travelling
through the Menzies electorate and made
that town his headquarters. He was on
the Mount Margaret roll as well. These
were not innuendoes but facts. Mr. Judge
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was a couneillor of Malecolm, and his
home was there. He was on the Leonora
roll and so was his wife. He only left
Mt. Maleolm temporarily to do repairs
to a building in Menzies, but while there
he was placed on the Menzies roll. When
he completed the contraet he returned to
Mt. Maleolm, and voted by post from
there for the Menzies election. Some of
these people should be prosecuted. If
there were an excuse for them at the
first election, owing to the faet that ihe
Aect was a new one and possibly was not
thoronghly understood, there was no ex-
cuse at the by-election, for it was put
prominently before everyone why the-
Brst election was upset, Mr. Judge was.
a councillor and should have full know-
ledge that he had voted wrongly, and,
therefore, he shonld be prosecuted not
only on that acecount, but also for falsi-
fying the elaim. With regard to the ae-
tions of postal vote officers, he had seen
a striking example of the way they did
their worle at Kalgoorlie, and bad tele-
graphed to the Chief Electoral Officer re-
garding it. The faets were these: he
was going to Coolgardie, and when on
the platform at Kalgoorlie saw Br.
Eastwood, secretary to Mr. Keenan, and
the postal vote officer, Mr. MeGinn, who
was elerk of courts, Kalgoorlie.  His
attention was drawn to them by Mr.
MeLeod, the other eandidate for Kal-
goorlie, who wondered what those two
gentlemen were doing on the platform
together. He (Mr. Scaddan) determined
to find out, and he did. There was a
lady in the ladies compartment of the
train, and just prior to the starting of
the train MeGino rushed into that car-
riage, sat down opposite to her, wrote
something on a postal vote paper, handed
it over to her and told her what she
must do. She wrote down a name which
he (Mr. Seaddan) saw through the win-
dow, and it was the name ‘‘Keenan.’’
Anvone in the earriage ecould see it. She
did not wrap up the postal voting paper
in an envelope as was provided in the
Act, for she had no time to do so before
the train went, but MecGinn put the vote
in the envelope. He said to Mr, MeGinn,
““This is a very nice game, you might
note the fact that T saw you take that
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postal vote, and that I saw who she
voted fur.”’ On returning to Kalgoorlie
next day he saw Mr, Mel.eod who told
Iiim who those people who took the votes
were. He (Mr. Secaddan) wired to the
Chief Electoral Officer in Perth, because
he knew that the action in taking that
vote at the train was contrary to the
Electoral Act. The vote was never put
in, and the result was, that the lady who
believed she had voted, did not record
any vote. The vote was not sent in, be-
canse he believed particulars were not
filled in. If he had not been there Me-
Ginn would eertainly have completed
the work.

The Attorriey Gemeral: Did you ever
ask for an explanation from the Chief
Flectoral Officer?

Me. SCADDAN: An explanation was
not wanted, he saw evervthing himself.
He learned too that this woman bhad
previously called at the office of the
clerk of courts in Kalgoorlie to record
her vote, and either hecause the elerk
of ecourts was too husy or for some other
reason, she did not vote there, and he
went to the train and took the vote
there. It was never urged that this
woman was ill.

The Attorney General: How do you
know?  You do not pose as a doetor;
she was ill.

Mr, SCADDAN: The woman was able
to walk to the train. He accused Mr.
MeGinn of having exceeded his duty,
and having committed a breach of the
Act by taking that vote at the train. If
he had gone to the train at the request
of the lady, then, there would have been
no objection.  But Mr. Eastwood who
was Mr. Keenan’s seeretary took Me-
Ginun down there to do this illegal act,
Moreover, he had been iuformed that
certain persons whose names appeared
on the supplementary voll, one of them
Aunie Briggs, of Menzles, teacher, who
was domiciled within 150 yards of the
polling booth at Menzies, voted by post.
And it was not urged on her behalf nor
on behalf of the others that they were
ill. The names of these people were
never previously on the Menzies roll.
Why were their claims not properly
filled in, and why did not they go to
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the poll and record their votes? Who
was the postal officer who proceeded to
their places to take their vetes, and did
not satisfy himself that they were un-
able to go to the polling places? 1In
connection with the same election jihere
was evidence given in the petition case
that the town clerk at Leonora took a
postal vote from a person who did not
reside in the Menzies electorate for fully
nine months, and permitted him te sign
a deelaration that he was entitled to be
enrolled,  This person said it was no
business of his if someone took a false
declaration from him. Nothing furviher
had been heard of that matter. All these
were facts and aetion should eertainly
be taken. With regard te other postal
vote officers most of those in the Men-
zies electorate were violent supporiers
of the Minister for Mines. The postal
vole offieccr at Woolgar was a  strong
supporter of the Minister.

The Minister for Mines: He resigned
s0 as to have a free hand.

Mr. SCADDAN: The person appointed
to sneeeed him was even a stronger sup-
porter of the Minister. With regard to
the statement made by the Attorney
Goeneral that the member for Boulder
and himself had promised to give fur-
ther information to the Chief Elestoral
Officer, he admitted having made that
promise, but he had always attempted on
every occagion to be sure.of his faets first.
He had asked that certain statements
shounld be verified before he submitted
them to the Chief Electoral Officer for
inquiry. He was still waiting for in-
formation, and when he obtained it, Le
would bring it under the notice of the
Chief Electoral Officer, so that a further
inguiry might be made. All postal vole
officers who were appointed should ve-
ceive instructions, as well .as a copy of
the Aet, that they were about to under-
take an important duty, and that they
should aequaint themselves with the pro-
visions of the Act hefore taking a singlu
vote,

Mr. Taylor: What about the officer at
Tampa?

Mr. SCADDAN: This officer’s name
was removed from the postal officer’s
list, and he wired to the Chief Electoral
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Officer and asked wha was appointed in
hig place. and alse who was appointed
at Woolgar. He received a veply that
Mr. Spicer had been appointed ar Tam-
pa. No one had acensed Mr. Spicer of
being partial and it was unworthy of the
Minister to make the statement thar he
did on a public platform in this elector-
ate. Although not eertain on the point
he had been informed that the persons
mentioned as having voted illegally on
the previous oecasion, namely those at
Mount Ida. had voted again at the see-
ond election. Tle wounld like the Atte-
ney General to inquire inio the corvect-
ness of this. [f it were correct certainly
some action ought to be taken in  fhe
matter. Morenver, having himself heard
the evidence of McDonald in that case.
he was satisfied that MeDonald had not
been ignorant of the provisions of the
Electoral Aet. but was determined to re-
eord his vote in spite of the fact that he
was not entitled to do so. The subse-
quent conduct of the wituess had shown
that he was a violent supporter of the
Minister for Mines, and as such pre-
pared to go e any length to secure the
Minister’s veturn, In his {(Mr. Seaddan’s)
opinion an cxample should be made of
some of these people. Tt was stvange that
in respect to a roll so eompleie as was
that of Menzies, where a supplementary
list was made up at the last moment,
more than half of the persons on the
supplementary list should have voied by
post. In the eircumstances there should
have been searcely any postal votes re-
corded by the persons whose names ap-
peared o 1he supplenentary roll,
[Mr. Taylor took the (hair.]

The Minister for Mines: You must he
thinking of {he wuod line people.

Mr. SCADDAXN: Some of them were
from the wood line but a great number
were commercial travellers who were not
residents of the Menzies eleclorate nor
ever had been. Now that these facts
had heen bronught under notice hie desired
to urge upon the Atlorney General the
necessity for prosecuting further in-
fquiries with a view to making an ex-
ample of suine of these people. Seeing
that Mr. Buzacott had not been in any
way responsible for the irregularities
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which had occurred at that eleetion but,
in eontrast o the Minister and his sup-
porters, had raken every precantion to
prevent irregnlavities, it was most unfaie
that Mr, Buzacott should be called upon
te pay costs up to nearly £400.

The Minjster for Mines: €284

Me. SCADDAN:  The mmount had
heen given as £210 at the time of the
clection.  The truth of the matter was
that ihe hill of costs pul in by James
and Darbyshire had amvunted to nearly
400 but had been subsequently taxed
down o £280. 1t was most unfuir that
Alr. Buzacoett, in spite of all that he had
dune  iir his endeavours fo prevent ir-
regilarities, should have been ealled op-
on to pay these costs. The Attorney Gen-
eral had said that if ¥Mr, Buzacott had
admitied the facts he would not have
heen asked (o pay costs arising after the
date of the admission. Baut Mr. Buoza-
cott had kvown full well that it would
be a most dangerous proceeding fur him
to admit irregularities until he had first
shown thal he was not in any way re-
sponsible for those irregularities. With
his serutineer, Mr. Buzaeoti had gone to
the Conrt in order to show thai he had
taken every precaufion againsi irregu-
lavities, and to show further that the
persons who had committed those irreg-
ulnrities weve supportevs of the Minis-
ter. The very fact of the Minister not
heing prepared to have a serutiny made
of the vores by the Chicef Justice had
shown conclusively that he was satisfied
in his own mind as to how the persons
eomcerned had voted. Had those votes
heen ¢nunted it would have resulted in
a pejority of 22 for Mr. Buzacoll: vet
Mr. Buzacoii was compelled to pay the
whoule of the ecosis of the appeal. Again,
the Minister 11 order that he might get
back inle his place in Parlintent had been
prepared to have a =necial survey made
of the haundaries of the electorate at

that partieular phint with o view {0
showing that the persons admitied by
the FElectorul Department had been

wrongly admilted. A eandidute should
be protected against that sort of thing. In
many cases the houndaries were but ill-
defined. He (Mr. Seaddani had no idea
of the whereahouts of the southern houn-
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dary of his own electorate. In such’eir-
cumstances, in the event of a protest,
candidates it seemed were absolutely at
tbe mercy of the department. In his
opinion the department should not ex-
pect the candidate successfully appealed
against te pay the custs of determining
the boundaries of an electorate. In con-
clusion he hoped that inquiry would be
made in respect to the postal vote oth-
cers who had taken the votes of the
teachers living within 150 yards of the
polling booth—teachers who were not ill
and who were well able to go to the poll-
ing booth.

Mr. BARNETT: In vespect io the re-
marks made by the Leader of the Op-
position as to the alleged intimidation by
the officer in charge of the clearing work
at Denmark he (Mr. Barnett) on seeing
in the newspaper veports to the effect
that that officer had deglaved against
those of the men under his control who
intended to suppmt My. \Ior«ans, had
at onee made inquiries into the truth of
those reports. So far as he had been able
to aspertain there was not the slightest
foundation for the statement. The officer
bad in no way interfered with these
men.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
member for Kanowna had placed him
on his defence in connection with the
recent election appeal case. So far as
concerned complaints made in regard
to individual persons, with one or two
exceptions he knew nothing of them.
Mr. Munro, who had acted as his secre-
tary ddring the ¢lection, was a resident
of Menzies, where he had resided for
over three months.

Mr. Collier: Was he a resident of Men-
zies at the time of the first election?
. The MINISTER FOR' MINES: At

that time Mr. Munro had been a resident
of Menzies for something like six weeks.
The two voters on the Mulline road, the
hotel proprietor and his wife, were 15
miles from any polling booth; and that
the latter had been ailing for some time
was known to him, though he did not
know the exact circumstances in which
the postal-vote officer took her vole.
However the officer frequenily passed
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the hotel when taking the gold from the
battery to Menzies, and pmb'lbly these
people asked him to take their voles,
and the officer, knowing how impossible
it would be for the woman fo get to
Menzies, ad most likely acceded to their
request. So, in the-cirenmstances theve
appeared to be nothing to warrant any
of the statemenis made leading one te
believe there was something wrong in
that matter, In reference to .the appeal
case, there was in the Geraldton case an
meident on all-fours with the Mount, Ida
inctdent; and when My. Carsen was un-
seated on Mr. Brown’s petition, the for-
mer had to pay all the costs, yet we
heard nothing then from. members oppo-
site against the administration of the
department. In the East Fremantle ap-
peal case, the petitioner did not ask that
the postal vules should be: eXamined to
see who voted for hini so“that be could
elaim that he had won the ecase clearly
and above board, and that these people
had not voted for the dther candidate.
In the Coolgardie case, Mr. Eddy, pro-
fiting by the decision’ given in the Ger-
aldton case, resigned his seat and saved
himself any expenses inh cohinection with
the case other than'those incurred up to
that time. As to the rules referred to by
the member for Kanowna he (the Min-
ister) would have preferred it if they
had not been printed when they were, he-
czuse they gave him additional trouble
in eonnection with the case. Among the
rules which were formulated by the
Judges was one that specially provided
that the respondent, if he came to the
conclusion that he had net a good case,
counld save nat only himself but his oppo-
nenf cousiderable expense in connection
with the matter. Mr. Buzacott, when he
went into Conrt, said distineily that he
possessed the knowledge that more than
seven persons had voted illegally at the
election, and presumably the knowledge
Mr. Buzacott gave ta the Court, when
he went to the Court, was also known
to his solicitors, who must have sent him
to the Court knowing there could be
only one result.

Mr., Walker: Mr. Buzacott went there
to defend himself from the imputation
in the petitton. He was bound to do it.
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He knew what wrong had been done, but
il had been done by your side.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member was not right 10 making
that imputation.

Mr. Walker: You are impugning my
firm.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member wished to know how it was
the law was so impotent to punish the
wrong-doer, and one must naturally re-
sent a statement to that effect. No ap-
peal lodged had the same equity as the
case he had brought before the Couri.
The wajority by which he wus defeated
was the smallest that had come befure
any Court of Disputed Returns.

Mr. Walker: 1In the case of Carson
and O Brien it was smaller

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
Throuzh insuflicient knowledge of the
law the postal-vote officer at Tamnipa,
who rveceived 11 votes, sent them to the
returning officer a day tov late, and they
eould not be aceepted; but at least nine
of those votes, he believed, were recorded
in his favour. He judged 1his because
at the previous election there was also
a mistake in regard to the Tampa postal
votes. On that oecasion there were 12
of them and they were all informal, but
10 of them were recorded in his favour.
There were no trades unionists at Tampa;
they were simply prospectors there, and
he was satisfied at least nine of the votes
at the disputed election were recorded
in his favour.

Mr. Loghlen-
minds.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Theyx
did not change their minds, as was
shown by the next election. even though
some hon. members worked so well and
got such a large proportion of the postal
votes from the Kurrawang people. Bui
he would not touch on thali. He knew
nothiug of his own knowledge and might
make a mistake if he made charges
arainst hon. members in  eonnection
with the matter, but it was a peculiar
ineident that while the eleetions took
place there were labour troubles on.

They changed their
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Mr. O'Loghlen: That labour trouble
at Korrawang is responsible for your
presence in the Chamber to-might.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then
the hon. member must hiave made a mis-
take in his tacties.

Mr. O’Loghien: 1 did not bring about
the Lrouble.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Some
of the names ineluded in the petition
were those of his snpporters, Lui that
was only in conneetion with the people
at Mounnl Ida. The petition ineluded 12
names of persons who had been three
months ont of the electorate, and the
names of eight persons at Mount Idn
who had been wrongfully inelnded in the
electorate; but the Judge in giving his.
decision did not deal with the question
of the Mount Ida votes, holding there
were more than seven persons who had
voted illegally, nnd the nawes of those
the Judge mentioned did not include
any of the Mount Ida people. The names
of the Mount Ida people were simply
added to the petition as a second string
to kis how, because Le felt sure that if
lie eould prove that 12 votes had been
recorded by persons who had been out of
the electorate for more than three
months it would be sufficient. The action
he took was taken equally by Mr. Brown
against Mr. Carson, and he was justified
in following the precedent set by mem-
bers opposite.

Mr. Scaddan: If the Judge did not
give a decision in regard to the Mount
Ida people he made Mr. Buzacott pay
the eosts of getting the information
about the Mount Ida people.

The MINISTER FOR MINES did
not know what items were included in
the bill of costs for £289, but his (the
Minister’s) cosks were considerably more
than the amount allowed by the taxing
master.

M. Scaddan: Do you think it is fair
that vour opponent should pay those
custs?

The MINISTER FOR MINES would
not question the ruling of the Judge,
more especially as it was in his favour.
Of eourse it was a question entirely for
the taxing master, and he could not say
whether the taxing master allowed any
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of those costs. The rules made it cleaxr
to the respondent that if he felt the
«wase eonld be proved he could save all
-expense by withdrawing, The matler
was specially inguired into by Mr.. Buza-
«ott, who must have been satisfied that it
could be proved that more than seven
persons had veted who had been more
than three months absent from the elee-
torate; and that being the ease, it was
unwarranted of Mr. Buzacott in putting
him (the Minister) fo the expense of
proving what was an absvlute faet to
Mr. Buzacott’s knowledge. (. Buza-
cott admitted having the knowledge, and
it was justifiable he should pay the costs
mn regard to the matter. At any rate he
‘(the Minister) thought he had more
1ght to appeal to the Court than auny
other defeated candidate who had pre-
viously appealed, and the vesult of the
seeond election was justifieation of the
action he took.

Mr. WALKER: As the Minister for
Mines had east an imputation upon My,
Buzacott’s solicitors, it was due that he
should make an explanation. The im-
putation was, that as the solicitors for
the respondent knew of the existence
of the rules they conld have avoided all
the expense if they had confessed to the
wrongs and notified the abandonment of
further proceedings, but thai they had
advised Mr. Buzacott wrongly, A state-
ment of thai sort eonld not be allowed
to pass unnoticed. In the first place, at
that time the Aect had not been inter-
preted by the Cowrt, nor had Seetion 161.
It one velied upon the interpretation of
the Attorney General—and surely we
should be able to place reliance npon the
man who should be the legal wuide of
members—then Buzacott must have won.
Moreover, at that time no deetsion had
been given thal postal votes, being num-
hered, were nof in the same category
with the ordinary votes. It was then
thought that as the votes were nnmbered
ihe comrt itself would examine into the
validity of the votes velied upon by the
petitioner. Tp to then no decision had
heen given on that point. T those votes
had been counted the Minister wounld not
he here now. It was Mr. Buzacott’s de-
£ire 10 ficht the matter out, hecause he
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went into the Court with elean hands, -

and had sufficient faith in Bri{ish justice

to believe that such being the case, he -

eould not he penalised. His solicitors
agreed with this. They knew, from the
evidence, fhat the offence of wrongful
voting, upoen which the petitioner relied,

had been eommitted by the petitioner’s.

friends, and it was on that knowledge
Mr., Buzacott went wto Court to vindi-
cate his eharacter,

Mr. ANGWIN: The Minister for
Mines  had referred to the East Fre-

mantle petition, and had placed it on .

all-fours with the Menzies vne. There
was, however, a considernble difference
between the two. In conneetion with the
East T'remantle petition there was a re-
quest to review the postal votes, and

the Chief Justice zaid he would rveview .

them himself, and he did so. The
papers placed on the Table showed eclearly
that fhe case was very different from
the Blenzies petition. The only way to
stop abuses in regard 1o postal voting
was fo wipe oul the postal voles alto-
gether.

{Mr. Daglish resumed the hair.]

Mr. MeDOWALL: The Minister for
Mines had said that no petitioner had been
more justitied in bringing action than he
had. There wus ample justification for
bringing forward the Coclgardie peti-
tion. A

The . Atturney General @ You have
proved that. for you were sueeessful,

Me. MeDOWALL: But not so sue-
cegsful as he s'wuld have been.  The
Statistical .lbstract showed that at the
Coolgardie elecrion in 1905 there were
the greatest number of informal votes
recorded in any of the electorates; they
numbered 38, or 3.7 per cent. of the
total votes recorded. Those figures gave
an altegether wrong impression, for 435
of the 58 votes were wrongfully described
as informal by the returning officer. On
a subsequent count that official admitted
he was wrong, and the votes were allow-
ed. The 1904 Act. preferential voting
not being in oxistence, admitied of
names on the ballot paper being struek
out, but the refurning officer held thai
in addition te striking names out, the
voters had to pat a e¢ross on the paper.
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When the poll was recovded ihere was
not the slightest intentien of appealing
-against the election, but his serntineer
told him ihat there were a remarkable
number of informal votes, of which 26
had bheen counted as heing 1o hix disad-
vantage. So soon as the deelaration of
the poll was over he ascertained what
a large number of informal voles there
were, and then found out the reason.
It was diseovered that they were im-
properly thrown out, and, therefore. if
anyone were justified in bringing a peti-
rion he was on that oecasion, Yor i was
-due to the mistake of rhe officer ot the
depariment.  The wajority for his op-
ponent was 23, and if the so-called in-
formal voles were taken into considera-
tion the resuli would have been that he
had a majority. He eould not get any
exvpression of opinioe from ihose voters,
however, witheut lodging £30 and going
to the Supreme Court. That was done,
.and the result of the appeal was well
known. The votes were admiried by the
Court, thus reducing the majority to 10,
His side proved that there were 33 had
votes, and he knew well that he had
been elected by a majority. Before go-
inge further he would like to refer 1o one
puini, which clearly showed the neces-
sity for an alterafion of the Aet.  In
four eases peaple wha had signed postal
votes communieated with the relurning
ollicer, asking that they should be with-
-drawn, bur their request was nol given
effeet to. The votes were informal, amd
should not have heen admnitted.  Suoeh
voles should always be placed in sep-
arate boxes. [n order noi to ineur sueh
-a big bill as Mr. Buzacott had done. it
was necessary for him 1o waich the pro-
cedure on his own behalf. At that
time the member for East Fremantie had
a similar case before the court. so he
visited Perth and listened 1o the pro-
ceedings right through, When it came to
the guestion of the postal votes. it was
suggested by the Chief Justice who heard
the case that he should examine them
and see how they were recorded. The
emmsel for the respondent did not de-
sire that, however. as he knmew that if
such were done the result wonld have
improved the petitivner’s position. In
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view of the East Fremaniie aud Coul-
gavdie eases, it was extraordinary that
the postal vote systemn had oot been ma-
terially altered in the Aet of 1907.
The result of the Chief Justice's offer
10 examine these postal votes was that
we pushed onr petition, and when the
other side oftered to resign we deelined
to gecept the resignation for the reason
that he (Mr, MeDowall) had claimed to
be declared duly elected instead of the
other parly. At the trial he had to
conduel his own case, hat it did not re-

guire much condueting, because the eon- ..

clusion was a foregone one.  On the rul-
ing of the Chief Justiee in the East Fre-
mantle case that he wonld examine votes,
he (Mr. MeDowall) thought it reason-
able 1o assume that the Chief Justice
would examine votes in his case also,
and more especially because he  lad
claimed to be declared elected. He tried
to press that point, bul the Chief Jus-
tice had entirely ehanged hLis views,
whether it was because he had louked
inte the maiter more closely ar not eonld
not be sald, but he definitely and dis-
tinetly said then, that notwithstanding
the naithers which were on the backs
of the postal voting papers, he conld not
examine them. The resnlt was, Lhat al-
though he {(My, MeDowall) suceseded in
upserting ihe eleetion he wax made lo
pay the costs after the time he had gone
on, and he had only goue on in conse-
quence of the statemenis made by the
Chief Justice in the Fasi Fremantle case.
He hadl a great grievance, and he thought
Ire had just as muech right to bring his
case bhefore the Court, as the Minister
for Mines. That however, was all ancient
history: it could do no good whatever
exeept as a guide in the framing of
fulure electoral Aets.  What was the
specious reasoning of the Chief Justice
on this occasion? He then said praetie-
ally what the Atterney General had said
this evening, that it would be absurd to
examine the postal voting papers which
only  canstituied  a  propartion of the
total vates. If it were not intended to
examine the postal votes at any time.
why were numbers placed on them?  In
England the oumber on (e rvegisler or
the roll was placed on the hallot paper.
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In our State we only made provision for
the postal vote being examined. That
was his ubjection to this nuinbering busi-
ness. We should have one thing or the
other. Let vs do awuy with the number
on the postal ballot paper as the Com-
monwealth Parliament had done so that
when if came to an election petition we
had only to prove a sufficient number of
votes and no more to turn the election.
Or on the other hand, let us examine
the postal votes and let it Le made clear
that they should be examined. It was
ridieulous to put a number on a paper
if it was for no purpose whatever. The
Attorney (Feneral could nol say what that
number was there for, und we knew that
the Chief Electoral Officer Aid not take
any notice of the number on the paper
or the counterfoil. These nvmbers were
intended for the purpose of permitting
an examination of the posial voies if
necessary, and he hoped that when an-
other electoral Bill was introduced, a
definite propesal would lLe submitted
whereby people jusily aggrieved would
not be compelled to go to the expense
that others in the past had been put to
in eonneclion with eleclivn petitions.
He was not sy Intimateiy acquainted with
the Menzics eleetion 25 somc ol his
friends, but it had been shown beyond
dispute that very bad practices were in-
dulged in. The pruseeution of the peo-
ple concerned was ecrtainiy lhe hest
remedy in that case, because as long as
people thonght they could cheat at elee-
tions and look upon it as ne erime, so
long would they continue to do so. We
should profit by the Menzies and other
elections, and at least make our Elec-
toral Aet one that could be decently and
properly earried out. _
The ATTORFEY GEN©RAL: Ir
reply to some of the argumenis used by
hon. members he thought he eould at
least elaim that the departiment had not
negleeted (o immediately inguire into a
single eomplaint which Lad been made.
He had asked the Chief Electoral Officer
who was present, whether any matters
about which eomplaints had been made on
being brought under his notive had not
been investigated, and ikc officer gave
an assurance that most ol the matters
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which bad been mentioned during the
debate had heen inquired into, while
some had never been brought under s
notice. In all eases which had been re-
ferred to him he had never hesitated to
take immediate action. BMoreover, there
had never been anything in the shape
of the smallest coneealmenti of the mat-
ters inquired into, or anyihing in eun-
nection with them. With regard to the
postal-vote officer at Kalgoorlie, the
member for Ivanhoe was under some
misapprehension, and he felt sure the
hon. member thought now he was mis-
taken in the statement that he made, that
he did not learn what was the explana-
tion offered by the postal-vote officer in
connection with the vote he took on the
railway train. This postal-vote officer
was asked by the husband of the lady to
make arvangements to take lLer vote ou
the way to the Kalgooriic station when
she was proceeding to Perth, to undergo
an opervation. An appeinlmenl was made,
but the postal-vote officer unfortunately
did not keep it; lte was engaged elsn-
where. The husband of ihe lady went
to one of the ecommittee rooms close at
hand and inquired where tlkey could find
Mr. MeGinn. Mr. MeGmn was fouud,
and was told about the lady and he pro-
ceeded to the station. He was justified
in taking her vote at any place owing
lo the stale she was in, and beeause ke
fell he had bhroken the engagement with
her. It was perhaps foolisl to take a
vote in a railway ecanmidage, but the
officer’s desire was to retriave a fault
in not keeping his engagement. The sug-
gestion was made that Lhe electoral vote
should bear the cost of the delimitation
of electoral boundaries. There was a
just claim in that respeet, although he
would not admit that the vote should be
called upon to hear the cosi of litiga-
tion between private individuals. Te do
so would be to place on this electoral
vote a burden almost impossible to carry.
However, in respeet to the fact that the
Electoral Depariment had uot strictly
defined the boundary of the electorate,
in eonsequence of which some electors who
were really outside the electorate had
voted. he agreed that the cost of asecer-
taining the boundary should be borne
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by the department. He would be pre-
pared to favourably consider a request
in that direetion.

Vote put and passed.

Vote— Lands Titles Office, £83,523:

Mr. HUDSON: Attention had been
drawn recéntly to some coriespondence
that had taken place beiween the ban-
kers and the solicitors of Perih with re-
gard to the extension of thc system of
land transfer which ubtained in tke
Land Titles Office to the Lauds Depurt-
ment—or rather iv the bringing of the
Lands Deépartment’ inte” Tine with the
practice that obtained under the Trans-
fer of Land Aet.” He would hke fo know
from the Attorney General whether iic
wonld take sucli administiative steps as
would bring abeut the desired result.
He was in a position to commend to the
Attorney  General the proposal in this
correspondence, because he thoughl i
wounld be a great saving and o great eon-
venience generally. The propoesal was to
bring the tilles now registered in the
Lands Department under the Transfer
of L:and Aet and have them dealt with in
the Tiiles Office. He knew that in Vie-
torta the system worked very well in-
deed. In that State leases under the
Lands Departmenl were registered in ihe
Titles Office and the system was extended
even to embrace mining leases,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
point raised by the hon. member was a
very important one. To a large extent
it concerned the proposed scheme of de-
centralisation of the Lands Department
as outlined by the Premier; and in so
far as it affected that secheme he {the At-
torney General) was not prepared to
answer the bon. member. If it were wise
to decentralise the administration of the
Lands Department so far as conditional
purchase holdings were concerned, it
would be unwise to block the way by
centralising the work of the Titles Office
and so to some extent affect the registra-
tion branch of the Lands Depariment. As
to extending the system to cover mining
leases, from past experience he knew it
would mean a great deal of delay and a
great deal of cost to the people dealing
in mining leases and mining tenements if
the registration of those were to be cen-
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tralised in Perth. He could not readily
assent to a propesal which involved a
question of policy of such magnitude as
that of the Lands decentraiisation scheme.
In eonnection with this correspondence
the Public Service Commissioner had
pointed oul that land was only taken up
once but was dealt with in many ways
for all time afterwards. But as a matter
of fact, as soon as the freehold was ob-
tained—and that stage could be reached
five years after the taking up of the land
—it eould he brought under the Transfer
of Tand Aet and all future dealings be
registered in the Titles Office. That was
to say, except such land as was held under
certain conditions sueh as the residence
and improvement clanses which would
render inadvisable its transfer from
the TLands Department. Again, the
dual aunthority which would be set
up might lead to most complicated
positions; for before a transfer eould be
completed it would be necessary for the
one department to pet a report from the
other as to whether the conditions had
heen duly carried out. It would be a
most dangerous experiment where land
was liable to forfeiture for non-fulfil-
ment of econditions. For those reasons
he was not prepared to say that the pro-
posal could be given effect to. And in
addition to these technieal reasons there
was the larger and wider issue of how
far any centralisation of this character
might affect the policy of decentralisa-
tion as submitted by the Premier.

Mr. HUDSON: The question of the
decentralisation of the Lands Department
arose more particnlarly in respect to the
settlement of people on the land and io
applications for land. This proposal
from tie bankers and solicitors deall.
merely with the registration of Jdocu-
ments; and as he had said, the system em-
bodied in these proposals had been <a'ls-
factorily carried out for many vears past
in Victoria where the faeilities given for
land transactions wére much greater than
those obtaining in Western Aunstralia.
The Attorney General had said there
might he difficulty in regard to mining
titles. e {Mr. Hudson} was inclined
to agree with him that the system miglit
not work well in respect t0 mining tene-
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ments, However, it had been found to
work satisfaetorily in Vietoria in regurd
to mining leases.

AMr. FOULKES: 1t wonld not be essy
to agree to what the Aliorney (General
had said with’ regard to the proposal for
having the registration of titles of con-
ditional purchase leases dealt with by ile
Land Titles Oftice. If the Attorney Len-
eral would look into the eorrespondence
he would see that all the leading legal
practitioners in Perth had said quils
clearly that the system could he inaugn-
rated.

The Attorney General: Do vou think
they would say anything else?

Mr. FOULKES: Thev were meu who,
with all due respect to the Attorney Gen-
eral, had had a far wider experience of
eonveyaneing than bad the Minister,

The Attorney General: What T mean
is, which way do their interests lie?

Mr, FOULKES: The Attorney General
should not impute motives. Men of the
standing of Mr. 8. Burt had declared
that this scheme ecould he earried out.
Tarther than that, in the Lands Depart-
ment there were no officials capable of
dealing satisfactorily with this question
of land transfers. The Attorney General
had said that before a {ransfer eould
be compleled il would be necessary to
get a report from the Lauds Department
as to whether the eonditions had been
carvied out. But even if the present sys-
tem were allowed to continue and the
titles were left in the Lands Depari-
ment it would be necessary for the offi-
cer delegated hy the Lands Department
to look after the transfer of titles to
find out from another branch of the de-
partment whether these eonditions had
been earried out. Again, the Launds De-
partment ought to be able to report
every .three or four months as fo whe-
ther a setiler had earvied out his con-
ditions or not. On the grounds of eco-
nomy no one could take exception to a
proposal of this kind. As for the pro-
posed decentralisation of {he Lands De-
pariment, il did not enter into the ques-
tion at all; for however much the de-
pariment might be decentralised it
would still he necessary to appoint offi-
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cers 1n the various branches to deal with
this yuestion.

My, JACORBY: It was to be hoped
that the maiter would be further con-
sidered by the Attorney General, be-
eause it was well known that the diffi-
culty of following np records in eounec-
tion with conditional  purehase  leases
had o a very larce extern prevented
hanking institutiens in the City from ae-
cepting these leases as security. Quile
recently o bank manager had explained
to him that the reason why the bank did
uot lend wreater assistance to the farm-
ing adustry was this very diffieulty of
keeping proper records,

The Attorney General: The National
Bauk fincds no diffiealty in if.

Mr. JACOBY: Nevertheless other
hanks experienced that difficulty; and
when the chairman of the Assoeiated
Bauks said that the adoption of this new
svstem would serve to  facilitate the
lending of assistance to the leaseholders,
that statement should be taken intoe eon-
sideration. Fle himself knew that if they
conld but seeure the records of these
leases in better condition than was.
practicahle under the existing system it
wanld materially assist the farmers in
their fAunancial {ransaclions. Aund any
aclion faken by the Guvernment to faeil-
itate advances by ordinary banking in-
stitulions on conditional purehase leases.
would be in the best intevests of the
farming community.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Stipendiary Magistracy, £28,930 ¢

Ttems, Magistrates (16), £8,210:

Mr. FOULKES: The Public Service:
Commisgsioner recommended that the two.
Perth muagistrates. each receiving £700
per annum, should each have a house
allowance of £70. It was to be hoped
some arrangement would be made for
paving this.+ The magisirate of ihe Perth
Loeal Court bad served the State for 23
vears, and had only about £30 inerease
in salary for 20 wears. Other magis-
trates had house allowances. Although
the salaries of the Perth magistrates were:
higher, the volume of work they had 1o
dn was greater.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: ‘The
Tublic  Serviee  Counnissioner recow-
mended a house allowance of 10 per cent.
on the =alary for these two magistrates,
but the decision of the Government was
that when we were economising in every
direction we might let this matter stand
THeY,

My, HUDSON: Before any decision
was arrvived al in vegard to the Publie
Service Commissioner’s  reconunendation
ta abolish the office of resident magis-
trate and warden at Norseman on the

ccompletion of the railway to Norseman,

he-hoped the Mimister for Mines and At-
torney General would comsult fo  see
whetlier the magistrate ecould not be re-
tained at Norseman, With the advance
of the district the abolition of the posi-
tion was not  justifiable. The Publie
Service Commissioner had nol visited the
place.  [n any event, the gentleman hald-
ing the position had been in the publie
service for a large number of years, and
it the office wasx abolished nothing unjust
should be done to the magistrate.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL pro-
mised to consult the Minister for Mines.
The magiztrate had previously been the
chief clerk in the Mines Department, so
that the Minister for Mines., knowing the
gentfeman’s qualifications, would do what
wias required in the case,

Mr. FOULKES: While realising the
need tor economy the feesx in these courts
could be inereased by fixing hearing fees
on transfers of licences. The hearing of
an application for the transfer of a
licence was very costly to the State, and
there should he a heavy fee impuosed.

Mr. Hudson: Thexy pay £2 for
teansfer.

Mr. FOULKES: That was not enough.
Very often the transfers cost thousands
of pounds to the ingoing licensees.

Mr. Huedson: They already pay duty
on that.

Mr, FOULKES: That was dealt with
by a few clerks in the Lands Titles Office
aml there was not much cost to the State,
but the hearing of an application for a
transfer before the licensing court was
a costly item to the State,

Mr. McDOWALL: Tt was surprising
to hear the hon. member, who uswvally

the
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preached eecunomy, desiring to increase
the salaries of the two highest paid mag-
istrates by making the poor unfortunate
hoardinghouse liceunce holders and other
licence holders pay inereased fees.

Mr. HUDSON: 1t was not proper to
charge extra fees. [n fact the system of
transferring licences might be simplified
when lhe comprebensive Licensing Bill
came down.  After a magslrate approved
of a transfer the licensee had to go
through the farce of applying at the nexi
quarterly sittings for a new licence. The
licensee was already sutticiently handi-
capped in this regard,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—8Supreme Court, £15877:

Frenn., Sherift, £350:

Mr. HUDSON: This ofticer also re-
ceivedd €200 as Cowptroller General of
Prisous. Whatever the Public Bervice
Commissioner did in regard to this poasi-
tion. the Attorney General should at least
see that we zot value for the money.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL :
Public Service Commissiondr classified
the position at €700. and subsequently
altered it to £750, so that the Sheriff
was merely in receipt of the salary elassi-
fied by the Public Serviee Commissioner.

Vate put and passed.

The

Public Works Department (3on. J.
Price, Minister).
Yote—Public Works and Buildings,

£174,434;

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hou.
J. Price): I shall endeavour to be as
brief and concise as possible in introdue-
ing these Tstimates. The expenditure
ot the department for the vear ending
0th Jone, 1908, was  £178,776  fram
revenue. £342.931 from loan, and £21,035
from the Sale of (fovernment Property
Trust  Aeccount, making a  fotal of
722762, TL has heen the custom re-
cently for members to deplore the small
amount of revenue avaiiahble for expendi-
twre on works by the Public Works De-
parlmeni: and it is a faet thai during
the last few years it has been a dimio-
ishing quantity: but even as it now
stands. if we compare our expenditure
with the expenditure from revenue by
Stater like Queenstand and New South
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Wales, which may be very fairly com-
pared with this State so far as their
general conditions are concerned, we find
that our figures show up vwvery well
Last year our expenditure from revenue
was, as I have said, £178,776. The last
figures whieh T have available from
Queensland arz for the year 1906-7, and
in tbat Siate only £35,748 was spent
from revenne by the Public Works De-
partrment. In South Auslralia last year,
1907-8, the expenditure frum revenue by
the Public Works Department amounted
to £74.117. So after all is said and done,
in our State, as compared with those
two States whose cireumstunces ave most
like vur vwn, the revenne expenditure of
the Public Works Department year by
vear compares most favourably, Last
year the department received £20,601 in
the shape of revenune. This was mostly
from water supply, while in addition
there are amounts from the hire of
dredges, plants, etcetera, rents and sun-
dry items from all over the State. In
connection with land resumptions, which
forms a very important part of the work
of the department, we had 92 claims,
which totalled in all £16,607 6s. 9d. Of
these 91 were settled by the payment of
£6,988 7s. 8d., that being a three per
cent. advance on the original Govern-
ment offers, or something like 59.6 per
cent. below the amount origioally asked
for by the claimants. It will be seen
that a good deal of judgment and dis-
eretion were shown by the department
in dealing with this elass of work. Then
- we come to the question of the amount
paid in salaries, and in this connection
it is only fair that the House should
take into consideration the sum of
£1,636 0s. 114d., received for serviees
rendered by departmental officers to the
Federal Government. This sum iz not
put to the credit of the Public Works
Departmenl but goes to the general rev-
enue. At the end of the year the de-
partmental staff totalled six less than at
the commencement of the year. The
permanent officers were decreased by 25,
whereas there was an inerease of 19 in
the temporary staff. This is oot alto-
gether to he deplored, for it enables the
departmeni when loan expenditure is
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finished to deercase the staff without a
breach of agreeweat with auy individual,
and it will not be necessary to keep
officers on when there is praclically np
work for them te do. During , last
yeur 204 miles of new raillways were
ecompleted by ihe department and opened.
The lines were Collie-Darkan, Jandakot-
Armadale, Greenhills-Quainiding, Donny-
brook-Preston, and the first sestion of
the Coolgardie-Norseman. Since the be-
ginning of the year 134 miles of railways
have been under construction. The lines
are Hopeloun-Ravensthorpe, . Narrogin-

Wickepin, Jarrahwood-Nannup, and
Widgemooltha-Norseman,  Plans  were

in preparation at the start of the year,
and have since been practically com-
pleted, for the Black Range and Marbie
Bar rallways. During the past year
very considerable attention was devoted
by the harbours and rivers branch to the
ports in the North-West, The Broome
tramway has been completed. The work
there eonsisted of altering the 2ft, line
to a 3ft. 6in. line. The iramway now
answers all requirements, and has proved
a great boon to merchants and others
using the port. The work of altering
the tramway at Carnarvon from a 2ft.
to a 3ft. 6in. line bas also been com-
pleted, but I regret to say it was hardly
finished before the very severe floods,
whieh oecurred last week and which did
so much damage to Carnarvon, very
seriously damaged the work, and the con-
sequence will be that a considerable ex-
penditure will have "te be undertaken.
These floods, I believe, are the most
gsevere known in the distriet for many
years, and it i3 unfortunate that
work which had been finished and which
promised so well should so soon be
damaged. We are at work now, and it is
nearing completion, on the eonstruetion
of o tramway from Point Samsen to the
junction of (he Roebourne-Cossack tram-
way. That work will praetieally mean
that Point Samson will become the port
of the distriet. In the past there has
been a high charge for lighterage at Cos-
sack, but this will be rendered un-
necessary as ships will be able to go
alongside the Point Samson jetty and
load direet on to the tramline.
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Mr. Who
jetty?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It 1s
now under the conirol of the Railway
Department and will remain under their
control, so far as I know, although
negotialions have recently been opened
by the Railway Depariment to hand over
ihe control to some other depariment,

Mr, Johnson: It is a white elephant.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not agree. LUndoubtedly the district is
going ahead. but 1 believe the construe-
tion of the tramway will do a good deal
i the direetion of opening it up further.
It is a work the department were quite
justified in constructing, and, I feel sure,
the Government were wise to embark
upon it. The department also completed
last year the Bunbury breazkwater, while
at Albany a deal of dredging has been
done. A deep water basin is being made
around the town jetty, and this, when
completed, will allow such steamers as
the **Kanowna’’ and ‘“Krarra’” 1o land
passengers and cargo at the town jetty.
At Hopetoun a jetty has been complefed.
and will be of much use in econnection
with the railway to Ravensthorpe,
which is nearing completion. We
have had a somewhat diffieult work in the
department which, to the uninitiated, may
seem to be unusuwal and unnecessary. 1
refer to the erection of four lighthouses
which we have 1n hand along the North-
West Coast; they are those at Cape
Leveque, Bedout Island, Cape Inserip-
tion and Point Cloates. The work of
building the Cape Inseription light has
already heen commenced, and the tower
is being erected departmentally. In econ-
nection with the Bedout Island light we
are makiug a trial of an unattended light,
and if the experiment iurns oui satis-
factorily one will be crected. [t was
thougrht wise, however, to give the new
syvstem a thorough trial first, because ¥
would be a very serious matter it if were
erected on the Island and something went
wrong with it. | do nnt know of any
sueh exposed position where an unat-
tended light bhas been in use for any
pertod. For the Cape Leverque and Point
Cloaies lighthouses the surveys of the
sites have been made and the lanterns ar-

Johnson ; will eonirol the
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ranged for. With reference fo the Swan
River dredging, this work has been in
progress in and around Mount’s Bay for
some time past. The channels leading to
the wharves at William-street are being
cleared out. Some time ago, as members
are aware, great exception was taken lo
the econtour of the reclamation the depart-
ment were carrying out in Mount's Bay.
Those who have seen the work will surely

realise that the result will be to add
greatly to the beauty of the bay. My
experience is this, that once pnublic

clamour breaks out and then suddenly
ceuses, it is a clear indication that the
publie have come to the conclusion that
the right thing has been done. 1t is the
right and proper course to take advantage
of dredging ehanneis, absolutely necessary
in the interests of safe navigation, by
using the spoil where possible for recla-
matien purposes. Now I come to a work
which has caused econsiderable contro-
versy, and thar is the sewerage and drain-
age of this metropolitan area. To the
30ih June the sum of £171,326 4s. 1d. had
been spent on works by the Works De-
partment.  Heferring to this particular
work, T desire it to be clearly understood
that in June, 1903, Mr. Davis, then under
seeretary of one of the departments in
New South Wales, and who had been en-
gineer in charge of the sewerage works in
Syduey, was brought over here to consult
wilh the departmental officers of the
Works Department with the view of re-
porling upon the sewerage scheme for the
metropolitan  area.  Mr. Davis recom-
mended the adoption of the bacteria sys-
tem on the lines proposed by the officers
of the department. He weni over their
plans and approved of them.  Subse-
quently alterations were made, more par-
tieularly in connection with the alignment
of drains and the sitwation of the filter
heds. Originally it was intended that the
filter beds should he on thig side of the
river, but certain ohjeetions were taken
to their proximily to settlement, and it
was thoughi desirable that thay should he
construeted on Buorswood Tsland.  Afr.
Oldham, who was engineer for water sup-
ply and sewerage in May, 1905, visited
Sydney and svbmitted the modifications
of the plans to Mr. Davis who approved
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of the abgmaents of these drains, amd
also  the situation of the filter beds ai
Burswood Tsland. Tt was definiiely and
clearly explained to him that it would be
necessary to carry the efluent from the
septic tanks {0 the tilter heds aeross tie
river by syphon,  As far as the works
which are now carried out are concerned.
it st he distinetly anderstood that they
received the approval of My, Davis. This
does not apply to the same extent to Fre-
tmantle. A& Fremantle the original in-
formation and the intention approved by
Mr. Davis was that (he septic  tanks
shonld  be construeted near the ocean
jetty. However, it was felt ihat this was
a most andesirahle spot on which to con-
struet these works, and on the responsi-
hility of deparimental officers if was de-
termined (o place the tanks nearer to the
smelters, so that there should be an ocean
outfall. There is one small work we have
heen engaged in For soime time, which per-
soually 1 look upon as one of the most
important werks earvied out hy the de-
partment | have the honour 1o eontrol,
I refer to (he efforis wade i the agri-
cultural distriets 1o give supplies of water
to the settlers, We know well, more par-
tlendarly in our easterm agrienliural arveas,
the want of water at certain seasons of
the year is severely Fell by those who have
recently seftled there. During the vear
under review we put down, something
like 3071 hand bores. 'These resulied in
Tresh water being struck in 32, zood stoek
water in 39, and salt water n 124, and
ir 106 we had no result at all.  Many of
thers hores where fresh amd wood ztoek
water was strnek have sinee heen turneld
iuto wells, and in time (he whole of then,
will he i ennverted.  These areas  are
being thoroughly prospected for fresit
water. | am referring to thoge pavis easl
of the Great Sonthern line from Narvrvogin
upwiards, parts of the State east of the
Midland Railway, and agrieultural aveas
adjacent (o the BEasiern Goldfelds line.
At the same time we have done every-
thing we ean 1o assi=i {those whoe desived
to experiment in (his direetion by lending
ot hand hores. Our tertnz for sending

ol thege planls are reasonable. oply  a
“s=mall deposit heing  asked. an  amonnt
zufficient  fo cover any «dmmage  which
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might oeewr 1o the plant, and which is
retlurned when the plant is sent back to
the department in good order and condi-
tion, the Dorrower paving {ransporl
charges. I am inglined to think, from vuar
experience in this direction, that the
eheapest wethod in  dealing  with this
question in many localities would he iy
the construetion of dams. When we have
suelt a Jarge proportion as 230 bores oul
of 301 in which either salt water or no
result at all was obtained. | think it i=
Hime we began to  consider whether it

would not he best to otherwise vope with ©

the difficulty.
Mr. Foulkes: What is the nverage cust
of the horves?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [n
wages about 2s. 8d. per foot. and the
average depth of ihe bores would be

about 50 feer. Jtf the hou. mewber adds

transport charges it would average £10

per bore. " 'The tofal would therefore eome
1o £€3,000. In addition to boving in the
smaller areas we have alzo pursued the
poliey of artesian bore in the North-West,
It will be rememhbered that some time agv
w5 the result of 9 conferenee hetween the
engineer for water supply and the Gov-
ernment Geologist, it was determined that
cerfain hores should be put down to test
the country in  the North-West. We
struck water o the derbv-Lermard road
af LMW teer with a flow of 142,000 gal-
lons a day.  We got water there at about
1100 feet, hut Following the adviee we
received from the Government Geologist
we went on in lhe hope that at o further
depth we would strike a grealer supply.
We lave =ince on the same advice gone
to a still greater depth withoul any better
vesult. The Wyndhamn hore is not yet
completed.  We have gone throngh ex-
ceplionally hard roek there, but were wi-
vised to persevere in the hope of striking
water. Going further Sonth, we have lei
contracts at Maud’s Landing and Glad-
stone. This 18 about the =outhern limil
of ibis arlesian bagin, and the Govern
ment Greologist has stroagly advised us (o
tes1 it with a hore there fo see how far
sonth the basin extends. Further south
we have hal success with a hore at Buos-
=elton, where we have obtained an ex-
cellent supply at a depth of 470 feet,
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whteh will be useful not only 1o the towns-
people, bur will be a greai boon to (he
Railway Department. At ihe present
momeni the Railway Department are in
communication with the Weorks Depart-
nient wilth reference to using the water
from that hore.  There is une work which
has been completed during the past year
which will give hon. wembers an oppor-
tunity of comuoparing the operations of our
Aepartmment rwith those of the Works De-
partments in other States. On the st
July we conmenced the snrvey of the
West Anstralisu secHen of the ‘Frans-
continental Railway, and we completed it
ou the 27th of Beptembei, 1908. We
employed on that work five offieers and
thirty men and throughont the whole of
ihe swrvey we had no ehange at all in the
pevsontiel of the party.  We were allowed
by the Commonwealth Government £7.000
to earry oui the work and the total cost
inelusive of the preparation of plans has
been £6,008 o at the rate of £13 4s. per
nile. The length of the survey is 153
miles 29 chains 23 links. It is not for me
to draw invidious ecomparisons between
the States, bat it is on record that the
South Ausiralian Government eommenced
their portion of the survev at about ihe
=ate time, amd a week or two age that
=nrvey was still incomplete. and I am in-
lormed. will not be eampleted before next
AMareh. This work was emrried out most
vpeditivesly  and it reflects the very
vreatest credit on the officers who had
charge of if.  One branch whieh comes in
frr a very fair amount of eriticism in
vespeel to the Public Works Department
i~ thal of architeeture. The expenditure
during the year on buildings for the
Wiate amounted 10 £168,227, and on works
carried out for the Federal Government
£22.498. The salaries paid for the pre-
" paration of plans, supervision. clerical
waork. and archatectural office expenses
amounfed to £9,005.  Dedueting £1,522
paul for the work of this department by
the Commonwealth, the net cost io the
Rtate of the architectural department was
£7573. Tf these percenlages he worked
ont i1 will be found that the department
in this Stare is being run at one-half per
cent. less than the architectural depari-
meni in Queensland. During the year we
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completed eight blocks of the Claremont
hospital for the insane, the Kalgoorlie
abattoirs, the infectious diseases hospital
at Kalgoorlie, hospitals at Sandstone,
Narrogin, Wagin, and Greenbushes; the
uew Art Ciallery, the Federal Customs
Honse at  Fremantle, and uuwmerous
schools.  There were 187 contracts lot
during the yvear. Jn only 19 cases were
the eontracts price exeeeded, and this was
almost invariably dne 1o the fact that
the departinent for which the work was
heing dune sent in requests for alterations
after the contracts had been let.: The
cost of these additions canme to smuething
hke £751, T think these figures speak for
themselves and show ihat, at all events in
so far  as the considervation of architect-
ural work is coneerned the plans have
heen well matured. We all know that it
is by nlterations while works are in pro-
gress that undue expenditure is caused.
Happily there has been very:litile of that
this vear. Now it will be well within the
knowledee of the Comunittee 1hat the
Public Works Department control the
roads boards of (he State. The amounts
granted during the past three years—and
T give these Higures beeause one constantly
hears of the tremendous cutting down that

i s woing on in {he grants to  roads
boards——
Mro Jaceby: Not in Fremantle,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
have bheen o undue grants made to any
roads boards in the Fremantle Distriet.
The hou, wember must he nnder the mis-
apprehension in that respect. Tn 1906-7
the general vite to roads hoards ammounied
to £42.000, speecial votes fo £20.851, and
bridaes {0 £10413, giving a total of
£73.264. Now in 1907-8 the general vote
amounted to £33,000. the special votes to
£25,676, und bridges to £0.576. making a
total of £70,232,

Ar. Heitmann: Can
evil of =pecial votes ?
under political influenees.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: s
the hon. member be reasonable. We had
a case in point ondy ihe other day. There
has been a fall of five inches of rain
within a few davs in tle Black Range dis-
trict. The member for Mt. Magnet came to
me and explained the peculiar conditions,

you not see the
They are given
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and T have arranged with him to make
some provision for repairs rendered ne-
cessary and which are beyond the power
of the board to cope with. Every one
of these works is specially investi-
cated. They are exceptional works and
hence the exceptional grants. It is more
than a road board could earry out from
its ordinary rvevenues. These special
votes are used also for assisting the
roads board with a lacee amonnt of new
settlement going on in its distriet. Ouly
to-night representations have been made
to me in this House in connection with
a settlement recently opened by the Gov-
ernment—the Yuna settlement, North-
East of Geraldton. The wmember for
Greenough has pointed out that the land
has all been taken up and settied upon,
that there is not a single road in the dis-
riet, and that consequently it is abso-
Intely necessary that some assistance
shonld be given by the Government. The
probability is that next year a speeial
grant will figure on the Estimates for
that particular loecality. The hon. mem-
ber should not he sc¢ suspicious about
these matters. 1 think hon. members on
both sides of the House will give me
credit. in so far as these special grants
are concerned, that T have not used them
for politieal purposes. '

Mr. Heitmann: You refused Cue a
grant that would have been in every
sense justified.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
may be that 1 have made some errors
in refusing grants which, perhaps, had
I had further knowledge of the subject,
would have heen given. But I have in no
case wilfnlly refused a grant which it
was in the power of the department to
give if funds were available.

My, Heitmann: Yes, you have.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Last
financial vear there were 100 roads
boards in existence. They showed a con-
siderable improvement in the revenue
locally collected, for no less a sum than
£40,309 was collected by those boards in
rates, while £10,123 was raised locally
by the issue of licenses, eteetera, the
total local revenue being therefore
£50,532. Comparing these results with
the results of previous vears we see what
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a great advance has been made. For the
year ending 1905, there were 97 boards
in existence, and £21,144 was collectdd
in loeal rating. For the year before that,
namely the year ending 31st December,
1904, only £13,116 was loeally raised,
and in that year there were 44 boards
who issued no rates at all. Only five
hoards during this year failed to colleet
sufficient revenne to pay for cost of ad-
ministvation. Three or four years ago a
very large mumber existed, of which this
might be said. Taking the boards as a
whole the cost of administration amounts
to 17.6 per cent. of the total revenue, an
improvement on any previous year. I
have explained the methods adopted by
the Government in dealing with the
special  grants.  The block vote of
£35,000 is divided among the 100 roads
hoards after a eareful consideration of
the circumsfauces of each hoard. First
of all the Government auditor’s report
is considered, a report on the administra-
tion of the board and as fe how ifs ex-
penditure is earried out. Then we go into
the fairness of the valuations. We also
consider the adequacy of the rate, the
eost of administration, the proportion
of rates collected to those due, and whe-
ther for any reason the cost of road
making be cheap or expensive in the dis-
triet, and also whether new settlement
he proceeding apace.

Mr. Angwin: If you strike a high rate
von do not gef many grants.

The MINISTER ¥OR WORKS: An-
other guestion which has heen the sub-
jeet of a considerable amounnt of publie
eomment recently is that of the Govern-
ment pipe works at TFremantle.  The
State is controlling the railways, and
water supplies and various trading con-
cerns of that deseription; I am not go-
ing to diseuss at this moment whether
that be a wise procedure or not; but
Parliament has decided that certain
water supplies shall be controlled by the
Government; and while these water sup-
plies are under my control it is my in-
tention to do my best to secure the sup-
plies required by them at the lowest pos-
sible price. I am not going inte details
now, because this is a matter that will
probably ecome up for diseussion on the
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items, but I will say tirst of all that 1
shal]l have no difficulty in showing that
these works have been properly managed;
secondly, that during my term of office
there has bheen no extensiun of activity,
and, thirdly. that the articles manufac-
tured at these works have been of very
excellent guality.  One might imagine
from the comnnunications one has seen
in the Press during‘) the last few davs
that practically the whole of the Gov-
ernment requirements, so far as east
iron pipes are concecnad, have heen made
at the Fremantle pipe works: but as a
matter of fael, we bave during the last
18 months purchased a greater amount
of pipes by public tender from private
makers than we have made in our own
workshops, and the statement that the
activity of the workshops has been ex-
tended is absolutely incorreet and fallae-
ious. T do not wish to weary the Com-
mittee longer. Opportunities will ocenr
as the items enme up for diseussion, and
it will then he my duiv to give hon.
menobers any information they require.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.3 pm.

Tegislative EHssembly,
FPriday, 29th January, 1909.
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Questious: Railway Corridor Cars . 1778
gricultural Bank Advaoces ... . 1778
State Bagtery, Messenaer's Patch 1770
Public Servants, Professional titles .. 1779
ison Warders' hours .. 1780

Public Servunts’ Salaries, increnses 1780
Land Valuntion, Walknway 1780

Beturn: State and Experimental Farms . 1o
Annnal Estimates, Yotes and Itemd discussed ...

The SPEAKER ook the Chair at 2.30
p-m., and read pravers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY (CORRIDOR

CARS.

Mr. JOHNSOX asked the Minister for
Railwavs: When will the long promised
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return giving resull of test wmade in con-
nection with the construction of corridor
cars at the Midland Junction State works
he made publie?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: The returns have just been com-
pleted, but [ desire further partienlars
before making them public. T will prob-
ably #ive the information asked for by
the hon. member to the Press within the
next ten days.

QUERTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK
ADVANCES.

Mr. HUDSOXN asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is it the intention of the
Minister to make provision for advaneces
by the Agricultural Bank to farmers and
settlers on agrieultural land in the Phillips

River and other goldfields distriets?
2, If su, when? If not. why not?
The HONORARY MINISTER re-

plied: 1, Provision already exists in the
Agricaltaral Bank Act, but advances can
only he made upon freehold ot upon mat-
uring freehold. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—STATE BATTERY,
MESSENGER'S PATCH.

Mr. TROY asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, In view of the need of the
prospectors at  Messenger’s  Patch,
and  pending  the ereclion of
the  promised  battery, will the
Minister arrange a subsidy for the
carriagze of the prospectors’ stone for
treatment at the nearest battery? 2, If
not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : re-
plied: 1, No. 2, In view of the decision
to provide crushing facilities for the dis-
trict it is not considered necessary to
assist by way of subsidy.

QUESTION—PUBLIC SERVANTS
PROFESSIONAL TITLES.

Mr. NANSON asked the Premier: 1, Is
he aware that there is a distinet differ-
ence hetween the profession of a “sur-
veyor,” whose duties comprise the meas-
weewsent of land and earthworks, and a



